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sth Army Forces Hit 
One Of Kesselring’s 
Strongest Defenses 


Mt. Belvedere’s Capture 
Secures Army Control 
Of Strategic Road 


By Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
Staff Correspondent 


WITH AMERICAN TROOPS AT- 
TACKING MOUNT BELVEDERE, 
Feb. 20 (Delayed) —Specially trained 
5th Army forces, carrying out the 
age-old strategy of "hitting ‘em 
where they ain’t,” today struck the 
entrenched foe at one of the rough- 
est, toughest spots in his Apennine 
defense line. ve hours after the 





Hw jumpoff, the crest of the 
500-foot Mount 
te conquered. 
{The official communique re- 
leased yesterday said that in ad- 
dition to the taking of Mt. Belve- 
dere, 


Belvedere had 


the mountain villages of 








Polla and Valpiana as well as 
nearby heights were captured. Mt. 
Belvedere, which enables the 5th 
to control the mountain peaks on 
each side of the Pistoia-Modena 

Road, was first taken by the 5th 
on Nov. 22, 1944, but was recap- 
tured by the Krauts some four 
days later. It had been in en- 
emy hands ever since.] 

Late this afternoon the attackers 
were still pushing against stiffen- 
ing resistance, especially from the 
mortar fire of the Krauts who had 
recovered from the surprise of the 
move. 

The battle was taking place about 

. (Continued on page 8) 


Patton's Men Make 
Five-Mile Advance 


WITH THE U. S. 3RD ARMY, 
Feb. 21 (AP)—Lt. Gen. George S. 
Patton’s troops captured seven 
towns and cleared four more in 
gains of up to five miles on a 50- 
mile front today. 

One armored division drove five 
and a half miles to capture Or- 
scholz and Kollesleucken in the 
Saar-Moselle River triangle. The 
same armored unit cleared Kelsen, 
three and a half miles southwest 
and the towns of 


In pushing five and one-half 
miles north to a point three and 
one-half miles from the junction of 
the Saar and Moselle rivers, the ar- 
mored unit contacted other Ameri- 
can forces one mile east of Win- 
cheringer, which had been cleared 
earlier. 

Armored forces also cleared Dit- 
tlingen, four and one-half miles 
southwest of Saarburg and cap- 
tured Thorn, Kreuzwiller and Dil- 
mar southwest of Saarburg. 

General Patton’s troops took 1,200 
prisoners in the fighting in the 
Saar-Moselle triangle yesterday. 

After a half mile gain northeast 
of Echternach, American are 
now occupying a six-mile stretch 
along the Prum River. 

Meanwhile. the Canadian ist 
Army’s offensive ay ~~ up momen- 
tum and panera deeper into the 
center of an defenses protect- 
ing Udem. Scottish troops occupied 
the marshland village of Buchold 

(Continued on page 8) 








Taking Of Crossen Brings 
Closer Full Junction 
With Zhukov Army 


MOSCOW, Feb. 21 (AP)—Mar- 
shal Ivan Koniev’s assault teams 
of infantry, tanks and mobile 
guns today punched more gains 
in the forested, hilly section of 
Brandenburg near the Neisse 
River in the Guben forest south- 
east of Berlin. 

The enemy’s defense in depth 
seemed firmly organized, but Rus- 
sian attacks pressed the Germans 
back at three vital points. 

Yesterday’s capture of Crossen, on 
the south bank of the middle Oder 
bend, removed the German strong- 
point which hampered the tactical 
coordination between Marshal 
George Zhukov’s and Koniev’s ad- 
jacent flanks in Brandenburg. 

Koniev’s troops also strengthened 
their foothold in Brandenburg yes- 
terday by seizing the towns of 
Bobersberg, eight miles south of 
Crossen and 14 miles east of stra- 
tegic Guben, and Christianstadt, 10 
miles east of recently taken Som- 
merfeld. 

In the 20-mile stretch of the Oder 
between Crossen and the fortress of 
Furstenberg, hard fighting contin- 
ued for control of the Berlin side 
of the river. 

Zhukov’s buildup for an attack 

all along his Oder front in the Ber- 
lin direction was being pushed ener- 
getically amid signs of increasing 
enemy nervousness. 
Germane counterattacks against 
his right wing in Pomerania sub- 
sided, and there were indications 
that he was resuming pressure to- 
ward the Baltic coast. 

Koniev, however, was Officially 
credited with winning more terri- 
tory inside the Reich proper in the 
past 24 hours. More than 80 popu- 
lated places fell to his forces. His 
advance units were threatening to 
by-pass the Germans’ Neisse River 
garrisons. 

While operations of ’River Buster” 
Koniev were temporarily reduced 
from an epic of miles to an epic of 
yards, observers insisted that his 
present limited blows were steadily 
constructing a springboard for the 
next big jump that might well take 
him within gunshot of Berlin. 

In the foothill ey to the 
northern Sudetenland, he edged 
closer to the communications cen- 
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Marshal Koniev’s armies drive to straighten out line along- 
side Marshal Zhukov’s forces for push on Berlin. 





France Assured No Secret 


Agreements Made At Yalta 





whether the Big Three had made | 
some decisions about Jiberated 
Europe which they had decided 
in secret. 

The Americans stated that no 
secret agreements had been made 
and that, in fact, the Big Three be- 
lieve that the problems of liberated 
territories can best be settled as 
they arise. 

The statement, which wis inter- 
preted as an attempt to mollify cer- 
tain French official circles, followed 
the release of details here and in 
Paris of the historic correspondence 
accompanying the failure of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and General Charles 
de Gaulle to meet aiter the Crimea 
Conference. 

In a formal summary of the Pres- 
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MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Feb. 21 
—The world-famous Bavarian town 
of Berchtesgaden, home of Adolf 
Hitler’s hideaway, was attacked yes- 
terday for the first time when rock- 
et-firing Thunderbolts operating 
under the Desert Air Force roared 
in at low level despite heavy flak 
and intense small arms fire to de- 
Stroy or damage eight rail cars and 
a locomotive in the city’s marshall- 
ing yards. 

Although an Air Force spokesman 
said that there was no political sig- 
nificance in the attack and the city 
had been strafed only because the 
fighters’ scheduled target had been 
weathered in, the attack is bound to 
cause considerable consternation in 
Germany and the Nazi party who 
fear for the safety of their beloved 
Fuehrer. 

Berchtesgaden, which is located 
near the Austrian border about 80 
miles east of the Brenner Pass, 
consists of the village itself with a 
prewar lation of about 10900 








popu 
and a cluster of barracks and Inx- 
-urious chalets belonging to Hitler 


DAF Thunderbolts Bomb 
Berchtesgaden Hideout 


and his principal supporters. 

Although the city is not on the 
route to Berlin and is not consid- 
ered to be of strategic importance, 
it is believed that several Nazi Gov- 
ernment agencies have already been 
moved to this area because of its 
inaccessibility. 

Describing yesterday’s raid, Lt. 
John C. Kittrell of Rochester, N. Y., 
said, "Our rockets hit an electric 
train fin the Berchtesgaden station 
loaded with troops. At the first 
shot they swarmed off and headed 
for the woods. Then we strafed the 
woods and set a fire going.” 

Although dropping something on 
Adolf’s little home was undoubtedly 
in the minds of every pilot, only 
one was reported to have tried. 

"As we flew over the town,” Lt. 
Wesley W. Mathias of Columbus, 
Ohio, said, "the pilot on my 
wing yelled at me on the radio, 
‘This is the spot,’ and dropped his 
wing tanks in what he thought was 
the direction of Hitler’s house. But 
the visibility was pcor and we were 
traveling so.fast that we have no 
idea where tht tanks hit.” 





WASHINGTON, Feb. 21—France has sought and received 
assurances from the United States that no secret agreements were 
made by the Big Three at Yalta for the governments of liberated 
countries in Europe, the Associated Press said today. 

The State Department, according to the report, said that the 
French Government had requested clarification of the Crimean 
communique and that information had been furnished. In hed. In effect, 
the French wanted to a ae 





1,200 Big Bombers 
Blast Nuremberg 


LONDON, Feb. 21—The rail cen- 
ter of Nuremberg through which 
German troops move to the eastern 
front was attacked for the second 
successive day today by Flying Fert- 
resses and Liberators of the 8th Air 
Force. 

More than 1,200 heavy bombers, 
accompanied by 800 fighters, fol- 
lowed up yesterday’s raid in which 
1,600 bombers and fighters dropped 
more than 2,000 tons of bombs on 
the Nazi party city. Sixteen bomb- 
ers and 23 fighters failed to return 
from yesterday’s assault. 

The RAF last night switched its 
main strength to give support to the 
Canadian ist Army’s offensive east 
of the Maas with a major attack on 
Dortmund, one of the enemy’s rail 
and communication centers on the 
western front. 

The Air Ministry pointed out that 
such rail centers must be attacked 
at fairly frequent intervals if the 
enemy is not to get the advantage 
cf the great network of communica- 
tion a short distance behind the 
front and too complex to put wholly 
out of action by air attacks, 





Russian War Casualties 
Estimated At 15,000,000 


NEW YORK, Feb. 21 (INS)— 
The first serious estimate of Soviet 
manpower losses in this war was 
made today by Maurice Hindus, 
New York Herald Tribune corre- 
spondent just returned from Rus- 
sia, who placed them at 15,000,000 
“so far.” 

The well known author explained 
that his total includes military 
and civilian casualties at the front 
and losses in Nazi-occupied Soviet 
zones where the populations "suf- 
fered terrible Nazi atrocities.” 





Koniev Advances Along Oder 


Fiercest Clash In Pacific 
Developing As Marines 
Edge Slowly Inland 


PACIFIC FLEET HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Guam, Feb. 21 — The 
struggle for Iwo Jima was de- 
veloping into the fiercest of all 
Pacific battles today as the U. 8S. 
Marines, branching north and 
south from their cross-island 
wedge in the southern tip, edged 
slowly .forward yard by yard 
against heavy mortar and rocket 
fire. 

Admiral Chester W. Nimitz re- 
ported that part of the Marine in- 
vaders were striking north into the 
enemy's strongest defenseworks 
from captured Motoyama airfield, 
while other Marines were assaulting 
the bristling sides of Mt. Suribachi 
to the south. 

The 5th Marine Corps, after 
achieving one of its first objectives 
with the taking of Motoyama field, 
was heading north toward a second 
airfield, the Associated Press re- 
ported. The bulk of the Japanese 
defenders, believed to number 15,900, 
were concentrated in this northern 
section. ~ 

The Marines, backed by one of 
the most concentrated warship bom- 
bardments in history, which in si:: 
days has pitched 8,000 tons of stecl 
at the enemy, tore into Janancse 
hill positions on the north and 
south flanks after sealing off the 
south third of the island’s cight 
square miles. 

The battle for Iwo Jima appeared 
to be just beginning. The enemy 
still held most of the high land. His 
guns on Mt. Suribachi and in the 
northern mountains commanded 
Marine positions on the beaches and 
the sea approaches. Iwo had become 
eight square miles of hell on earth, 
newsmen said. Not for an instant 
since the Marines landed Morday 
morning had the battle, fought on 
Japan’s doorstep, waned. 

The drive on the south flank took 
the Yanks against the catacombed 
Slopes of Mt. Suribachi, volcano, 
from the heights of which enemy 
artillery was pounding the Ameri-« 
can beach positions. Artillery of the 
invaders, however, was being swiftly 
brought ashore and wheeled into 
place for counter fire. 

Admiral Nimitz said that in the 
past 24 hours the Marines edged 


(Continued on page 2) 


Vienna Takes Ninth 
Successive Attack 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Feb. 
21—Escorted heavy bombers of the 
15th Air Force attacked communi- 
cations targets in and around 
Vienna yesterday. This was the 
ninth consecutive raid against tar- 
gets in southern Europe, aimed at 
blocking German military traffic 
moving to the Russian and Italian 
battlefronts. 
At the same time, MATAF fighter 
bombers and bombers flew a large 
number of sorties, a substantial part 
of which were in close support of 
5th Army wases. A number of 
enemy-occupied buildings. guns and 
ammo dumps in the Bologna and 
La Spezia areas were bombed. 
Thunderbolts flying armed re- 
connaissance missions in the Ver- 
ona-Mantua area, cratered both 
approaches of a road bridge and 
destroyed an electric power station. 
The attack on the Vienna area 
was designed to disrupt rail traffic 
moving over trackage repaired since 
the last raid of Feb. 13 and Feb. 15. 
The railvards of Vienna are a main 
traffic center for supplies and 











trooos moving toward the Russian 
front. 
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MacArthur Batters 
Manila Walled City; 
Tank Attack Looms 


MANILA, Feb. 21—The last Japa- 
nese troops in Manila, compressed 
into a corner of the old walled city 
little more than 1,000 yards square, 
were battered by American shellfire 
today as General Douglas MacAr- 
thur sought to tear apart the pro- 
tecting walls to make way for his 
tanks and infantry. 

The general said that the enemy’s 
suicidal resistance had resulted in 
destruction of approximately one- 
fifth of the city’s 14 square miles 
anid cost the Japanese 14,000 casual- 





es. 

The Americans could pulverize the 
old walled city and everybody inside 
with air power, but they were trying 
to save the civilians, some 7,000 of 
whom are trapped with the Japa- 
nese soldiers. The communique de- 
scribed the enemy as "acting with 
the greatest of savagery in his 
treatment of non-combatants and 
private property.” 

Four hundred Japanese trapped 
by the 11th Airborne Division on a 
ridge southeast of captured Fort 
William McKinley yesterday re- 
fused an ultimatum to surrender 
from Lt. Col. George Pearson of 
Sheridan, Wyo. The note was car- 
ried through the lines by a Filipino 
riding a horse. The Japanese com- 
mander read the note, shook his 
head in refusal and shot the horse, 
sending the Filipino back afoot. 
Planes and artillery opened up on 
the enemy immediately. 

On Corregidor both entrances of 
the main tunnel were blocked by 
explosives and Yanks swarming over 
the topside poked through the rub- 
ble in search of the ventilation vent. 
When they find it, the Japanese will 
be completely sealed off. 

General MacArthur announced 
enemy casualties of 92,000 for the 
six weeks of the Luzon campaign, 
as against American casualties of 


Argentine Mobs Protest 
Trend To War On Nazis 


BUENOS AIRES, Feb. 21 (AP)— 
Police broke up a street demonstra- 
tion today promoted by a national- 
ist group in protest against the 
trend toward war with Germany. 

The demonstrators, mainly young 
men, distributed leaflets blaming 
Britain as well as Germahy for the 
controversy involving the repatria- 
tion of Argentine diplomats, and 
asserting that the incident does not 
justify a declaration of war. 

Earlier, the government an- 
nounced that Germany will be re- 
quired to pay for the loss of two 
Argentine ships torpedoed by Nazi 
submarines and for damage to 
another. 

Germany must also indemnify 
Argentina for the cost of interning 
the crew of the Graf Spee, which 
the Germans sank off Montevideo 
in 1941, after being put out of action 
by the British fleet. 











Thorn’ No Rear Area 
On Iwo Jima Island 


WITH THE MARINES ON 
IWO JIMA, Feb, 21 (AP)—There 
is no rear area on Iwo Jima—the 
whole of the gourd-shaped island 
is a battle zone. 

The front line may be on the 
northern edge of e southern 
airfield captured yesterday or it 
may be at the foot of Mount 
Suribachi—or it may be just any- 
where. 

There is no place where one can 
say: "They can’t reach me here.” 
They can and they do. 

Enemy fire streams down in 
angry spasms from the command- 
ing Japanese positions. On the 
third day of the campaign, there 
is no doubt that this is by far 
the toughest battle of the Pacific. 








Capitalistic Trends 
Predicted For Russia 


—— 


CAIRO, Feb. 21—The prediction 
that Soviet Russia will gradually 
turn in the direction of capitalism 
and a nationalist regime was voiced 
yesterday by His Beatitude Christo- 
phoros, Greek Orthodox Patriarch 
of Alexandria, the New York Times 
reported today. 

Christophoros, who has just re- 
turned from Moscow where he at- 
tended ceremonies coincident with 
the selection of the new Patriarch 
of All Russia, expressed his opinion 
in an interview given to a Cairo 
paper. 

"My impression,” he said, "is that 
Russia is evolving slowly toward a 
capitalist and nationalist regime. 
Communism, as we understood it 
at the beginning of the Russian 
revolution, has disappeared in the 
same way as the Third Interna- 
tional has disappeared, in the same 
way as Internationale’ disappeared 
as the national anthem. Today the 
Russian anthem is a patriotic an- 
them. 

"The evolution which is taking 
place is less slow than one thinks 
abroad and is the sort whereby 
Russia is moving toward a position 
which will permit her to collaborate 
with other peoples in an atmosphere 
of harmony.” 


Death Penalty Appeals 
Denied Taxi Murderers 


LONDON, Feb. 21 (AP) — Pvt. 
Karl Gustav Hulten, American 
paratrooper, and his British girl 
friend, Elizabeth Jones, yesterday 
lost their appeals to escape the 
hangman’s noose for murdering a 
London taxi driver. 

Bringing to a climax the case that 
attracted wide attention on both 
sides of the Atlantic, a three-man 
criminal court of appeal upheld the 
jury’s verdict, leaving now only the 
Home Secretary who can possibly 
save the young couple. 


Cabinet Members, 
2 Prime Ministers 
On Trial In Athens 


ATHENS, Feb. 21 (UP) — The 
Greek police today searched several 
hundred spectators who had 
crowded into the courtroom to hear 
the beginning of the collaborationist 
trial of virtually every cabinet mem- 
ber who served during the German 
occupation. 

Among the 25 defendants appear- 
ing before the court, there were two 
former Prime Ministers, John Rallis 
and General George Tsolakoglou. 
Another former Prime Minister, 
Constantine Logothetopoulos, and 
three other Greek cabinet members, 
were being tried "in absentia.” 

Several defense attorneys — they 
number more than 100 -+ - 
ately challenged the constitution- 
ality of the court which was formed 
especially for the trials and con- 
sisted of six professional civilian 
judges and three civilian laymen 
selected from the grand jury panel. 
In seeking to delay the trials, the 
defense attorneys apparently estab- 
lished a theme for the trials which 
were expected to continue for 
several months with the defense 
calling as many as 500 witnesses. 

The spectators pressed forward, 
crowded and battered the defense 
attorneys out of their seats and the 
Court had to go into recess while 
the chairs were being recovered. 

It appeared that at least at the 
start of the trial the crowd behaved 
better and was less impassioned 
than at the recent military trials 
of ELAS men. 


U. S. Relief Supplies 
Sought For Belgium 


BRUSSELS, Feb. 21—Chaos will 
break out in Belgium unless the 
United States furnishes plenty of 
food, medical supplies and raw ma- 
terials for industry without delay, 
says Adolphe Van Glabbeke, Minis- 
ter of Interior in the new Govern- 
ment, Reuter’s reported. 

A million people would die in 
Belgium if an epidemic broke out, 
Van Glabbeke said. He gave the 
Government five to six months to 
live unless relief in adequate 
quantities were forthcoming before 
crops are harvested. 

"We are in a terrible way eco- 
nomically,” Van Glabbeke said. 
"We have to be helped if we are 
to share in the war effort. My con- 
fidential police reports tell of fight- 
ing in bakery shops, and when there 
is fighting in bakeries it is a sure 
sign of serious trouble two or three 
weeks ahead.” 

Two s are indispensable to- 
day, Van Glabbeke added. One is a 
strong voice to tell the Allies what 





is wanted, and the — is the 
energy to set the country in shape. 
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Lt. Col. Gordon Seagrave, former missionary and author of ”’Burma Surgeon,” watches a native 


SURGEON 


nurse dance at a festival held in his honor at Namhkan, Burma, after the town was recaptured 
from the Japs by Yank and Chinese forces, thereby reopening the land supply route to China. 
It was in this village that Col. Seagrave and his Burmese nurses conducted an American Mis- 
sion hospital before being driven out by the Japanese three years ago. The "Burma Surgeon” 
joined the American Army and served General Stilwell’s troops in the 1942 campaign. (Acme) 
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Sevastopol And Algiers 


On Roosevelt Itinerary 





WASHINGTON, Feb. 21—The war-scarred Crimea, including 
the great port of Sevastopol, the Suez Canal, Alexandria and 
Algiers were visited by President Roosevelt in a tour of the 
Mediterranean area at the conclusion of the Yalta Conference, 
a White House announcement disclosed last night. 

During that period, the President conferred with Near East 
rulers in the Suez area, Prime Minister Churchill at Alexandria 





bassadors at Algiers. 

Upon leaving Livadia Palace at 
Yalta, President Roosevelt motored 
along the Black Sea to Sevastopol 
where he spent the night aboard an 
American Navy auxiliary vessel. He 
said afterwards that he lacked 
words to describe the devastation 
he had seen in the Crimea. 

The White House statement said 
that the motor route through the 
Crimea took the party over the 
Balaklava battlefield where the his- 
toric Light Brigade made its famous 
charge. For many miles, the road- 
way led through territory bitterly 
contested by the Russian and Ger- 
man armies in the recent Crimean 
campaign. 


DESTRUCTION 


At Sevastopol, the President saw 
the stark di ction caused by the 
Germans. e city is virtually 
levelled to the ground except for 
the walls of homes and buildings 
left standing like billboards, mute 
testimony of wanton Nazi ven- 
geance, the statement said. 

Out of the thousands of build- 
ings, the President was told that 
only six were left.in useful condi- 
tion when the Germans fled. 

The next morning the President 
continued his motor trip to an air- 
field where Russian Foreign Com- 
missar V. M. Molotov and a guard 
of honor were present to bid Mr. 
Roosevelt farewell. 

Flying from Sevastopol to Suez, 
President Roosevelt boarded a 
cruiser in Great Bitter Lake, 
through which the Canal passes, 
where he received King Farouk of 
Egypt, Emperor Haile Selassie of 
Ethiopia and King Ibn Saud of 
Saudi Arabia. 

Although, according te Reuter’s, 
there was no indication of the scope 
of the conversations President 
Roosevelt had with the Near Eastern 
monarchs, the news agency said 
that the discussions were generally 
in line with the President’s belief 
that the heads of governments the 
world over should get together to 
exchange views. The conversations 
with Emperor Haile Selassie and 
his staff were conducted in French. 


STETTINIUS THERE 


Secretary of State Edward R. 

Stettinius Jr., was present at the 
meeting of President Roosevelt and 
Mr. Churchill in Alexandria where 
the heads of the American and 
British governments discussed the 
Pacific war, a subject which the 
White House announced had been 
taboo at the Yalta Conference be- 
cause of Russia’s neutrality in the 
Pacific. 
Mr. Stettinius reported on his 
meetings in Moscow with Soviet 
Foreign Commissar Molotov, and 
U. S. Ambassador John G. Winant 
flew from London to participate in 
a . - 

efferson Caffery, U. S. Ambassa- 
dor to France, and Alexander C. 
Kirk, U. 8S. 5 
saw the President in Algiers which, 
according to Reuter’s, was Mr. 
Roosevelt’s last stopping place on 
the way home to Washington. 


3rd Fleet Fought Japs 
3 Consecutive Months 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 (ANS)— 
Navy Secretary James V. Forrestal 
last night revealed that Admiral 
William F. Halsey’s fast 3rd Fleet 
carrier task force remained at sea 
nearly three months in almost con- 
stant and highly destructive action 
against the Japanese. 

In the first two months of these 
operations, which began last Au- 
gust, the 3rd Fleet task force en- 
gaged in 21 combat actions and had 
to be refueled, resupplied or re- 
‘fitted while at sea 26 times. 
Forrestal cited the achievement 
in his annual report to the Presi- 
dent. He said it was a demonstra- 
tion of the Navy’s ability to supply 
equipment and personnel to the 
right place at the right time, and 
support a fleet thousands of miles 
from normal sources of supply. 


Prince Killed 


LONDON, Feb. 21 (AP)—Prince 
Marie Andre Poniatowski, 23-year- 
old descendant of the last king of 
Poland, has been killed in action 
on the western front while serving 








with the Polish Army. 


and the French and Italian am-+ 


————. 


Splendor Surrounds 
FDR, King’s Visit 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 — The 
magnificence surrounding the visit 
of King Ibn Saud of Saudi Arabia 
with President Roosevelt aboard a 
United States cruiser in Great Bit- 
ter Lake, through which the Suez 
Canal , was described by a 
Reuter’s corr mdent as some- 
thing that Hollywood could not 
hope to rival. 

It was an historic day for the 
King because it was one of the few 
times he had left his own country. 
He traveled more than 800 miles 
from the Red Sea port of Jidda 
aboard an American destroyer to 
meet the President, and this was 
interpreted by members of his 
party as an unprecedented honor 
for Mr. Roosevelt. 

The destroyer was said to have 
been the first warship in history to 
enter the port of Jidda and it was 
steered ‘out into the Red Sea by 
an Arab pilot. 

The destroyer decks were covered 
with rich oriental rugs. Gilded 
chairs gave added touches of un- 
usual splendor as did the flowing 
robes of the King’s entourage. 

Although a cabin had been placed 
at the disposal of the Arabian mon- 
arch, he preferred to live on the 
forward deck in a huge tent that 
sloped down from the gun turret. 

The royal party comprised 48 
people, including Col. William Eddy, 
now serving as U. S. Minister to 
Saudi Arabia. They brought their 
own food, including sheep which 
were housed in a special pen, and 
the cooks used charcoal burners. 
The King entertained the ship's 
officers at a banquet, the officers 
eating while squatting on the 
deck. Afterward, the King saw two 
motion pictures, "Fighting Lady,” 
and ’Brought to Action.” 

King Ibn Saud was received by 
President Roosevelt on the forward 
gundeck of the cruiser. Bugles 
sounded and boatswains’ whistles 
piped the crew to attention as the 
royal party boarded the ship. 











PACIFIC 
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forward 700 yards, making every 
advance a yard at a time under 
steady Japanese rifle, machine gun, 
and rocket fire. He announced that 
3,650 Marines have been killed or 
wounded, including 150 officers. 
The three-day-old invasion is 
ahead of schedule despite the un- 
precedented ferocity of Japanese 
resistance, the Associated Press re- 


Ambassador to Italy|Ported 


Nimitz said that supplies were 
pouring ashore in a satisfactory 
manner. 

The Japanese were reported by 
International News Service to have 
made their defensive debut with an 
attack that proved only a flash in 
the pan. Eighteen Nipponese tanks 
formed for a desperate counter- 
attack to drive the Marines from 
Motoyama airfield, but failed to 
carry it out when big American 
naval guns opened up. 

The Tokyo radio claimed that "a 
third of the force of 20,000 men 
which landed on Iwo Jima has been 
wiped out,” adding that "in spite of 
this the enemy has dared to extend 
his bridgehead.” It claimed also that 
the Americans “lost half of 200 
tanks that they had landed,” and 
reported that "the fighting is of 
extreme violence.” 


Churchill Says ‘Charter’ 
‘Guide And Not A Rule’ 


LONDON, Feb. 21 (UP) — Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill defined 
the Atlantic Charter in the House 
of Commons today as "a guide and 
not a rule.” : 

When asked whether the decis- 
ions taken on the future of the Bal- 
tic states did not contradict article 
two of the Charter, Mr. Churchill 
refused to elaborate in any way on 








the Crimea communique during the 
question period. 
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Heated Debate Over 
Communist Officers 
Expected In House 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 (UP)— 
The War Department and the Mili- 
tary Affairs Committee headed for 
a showdown on the question of giv- 
ing Army commissions to Commu- 
nists, well-informed circles said 


to- 
day. 
A published report here said the 
Department had instructed all 
Commands that persons should not 
be denied advancement because 
they were Communists and the vital 
question was whether the person 
concerned was or was not loyal to 
the United States. 

Some members of Congress ap- 
peared to be alarmed and it was 
suggested that the matter might be 
the first thing to be taken up in this 
session by the House Committee on 
un-American activities. 

Senator A. B. Chandler (D., Ky.), 
implied that such an order would 
pe violating the laws which forbid 
the employment of Communists by 
the Government. 

Chandler said: "It now seems ap- 
parent it was important to keep 
those records which the War De- 
partment wished last year to be 
destroyed.” 

Chandler referred to the records 
compiled by the Army in investi- 
gating certain individuals for sub- 
versive or disloyal connections. It 
had been proposed that this data be 
disposed of. 

The Senate Military Affairs Com- 
mittee asked that the whole of it 
be returned to Washington. It was 
agreed by the Department that the 
records should be reviewed by three 
boards representing the Army, the 
Navy and FBI. 

Each board would be permitted to 
salvage such information as it might 
desire to keep. 

Reports published here revealed 
that some of the Communists al- 
ready have been commissioned but 
only after approval by the War De- 
partment in each case. 

If the Department has now au- 
thorized field commanders to over- 
look Communist affiliation, there 
will be some speculation here on 
how the policies of the War and 
—_e Departments can be recon- 
ciled. 

In ordering the deportation of 
Harry R. Bridges, West Coast labor 
leader, Attorney General Francis 
Biddle held that in 1942 he had 
been a member of the’Communist 
party. However, Bridges never has 
been deported. 

Biddle ruled further that the 
Party "from the time of its incep- 
tion in 1919 to the present time, is 
an organization that believes in, 
advises, advocates and teaches the 
overthrow by force and violence of 
the Government of the United 
States.” 

The American Communist Party 
ceased to exist last spring, to be- 
o— the Communist Political Asso- 
ciation. 








1,206 More 


JERSEY CITY, N. J., Feb. 21 (AP) 
~The liner Gripsholm neared the 
end of its sixth exchange voyage, 
bringing home 1,206 repatriates, in- 
cluding 463 ill or wounded Ameri- 
can soldiers from PW camps in Ger- 
many. The ship radioed that she 
would dock at noon on Feb. 21. 
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Boston’s Eyebrows In 
For Quite A Lifting 


BOSTON, Feb. 21 (ANS)—Mas- 
sachusetts librarians and book- 
sellers appealed to the legislative 
committee on Legal Affairs today 
pport a bill to provide a court 
determination of obscenity in pub- 
lications. 

Howard Williams, of the Mass. 
Library Ass’n., sponge’ the 
question of whether a k was 
obscene should be determined by 
court hearing and not upon the 
testimony of a policeman, prose- 
cutor, or agent of any anti-vice 
society. bh  - we propose,” a 
asserted, ”, proceeding agains 
the book itself instead of crim- 
inal prosecution of some old lady 
running a lending library who 
hasn’t read the book.” 











Murray, Downey Hif 
Anti-Bridges Moves 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 (UP)— 
Philip Murray, President of the CIO, 
today asked President Roosevelt to 
halt deportation proceedings against 
Harry R. Bridges, West Coast labor 
leader. Murray said that the de- 
portation would be damaging to the 
workers’ morale. 

Senator Sheridan Downey (D., 
Calif.), also asked the President to 
dismiss the charges against Bridges 
“who has made a remarkable con- 
tribution to the war effort in the 
West.” bad 

Downey said it would not be in 
the American tradition to deport 
”a man who has demonstrated his 
loyalty to his country in time of 
great peril.” 

Murray said: "Bridges has dedi- 
cated himself, sparing no effort, in 
furthering our war program and 
the interests of our country.” 

The order against Bridges, based 
on the grounds that he was a Com- 
munist, has been appealed to the 
Supreme Court, but Murray has 
asked the President to take direct 
action because the court might con- 
fine itself to "a very narrow view” 
of the case. 


Indian-Killed Anne Stays 
Banished As Solons Balk 


BOSTON, Feb. 21 (ANS) — It 
looks as though Anne Marbury 
Hutchinson might have to stay 
banished from Massachusetts after 
all, although it really doesn’t make 
much difference to Anne. 

She was banished because of re- 
ligious beliefs in 1637, and for many 
years she has been resting in the 
grave to which she was sent by a 
tomahawk-swinging Indian. 

Some of her descendants now 
want the Massachusetts legislature 
to reverse judgment of a colonial 
general court and remove the ban- 
ishment stigma from the family 
escutcheon. The State Senate ap- 
proved a resolution designed to 
accomplish the reversal but the 
State House tacked an amendment 
reading “insofar as the legislature 
is constitutionally competent to re- 
voke same.” 





The Senate now has balked at the] posa. 





amendment. 


Mine Workers May 
Ask Pay Increases 
As Contract Expires 


NEW YORK, Feb. 21 (AP)— 
While John L. Lewis’ United Mine 
Workers of America have not yet 
presented any specific demands to 
the bituminous mine. operators, 
they are not expected to let their 
current union contract expire 
March 31 without seeking some pay 
increases. 

The steel industry is admittedly 
concerned over dwindling stockpiles 
of coal. The supply situation has 
become acute with the coldest win- 
ter the United States has experi- 
enced in a decade. 

Therefore, most observers agree, 
any widespread work stoppage in 
the country’s mines such as oc- 
curred in 1941 and 1943 would im- 
pede the war effort probably to a 
greater degree than any other war- 
ime strike the nation has experi- 
enced. 

The extreme cold weather and 
blizzards of this winter which have 
crippled transportation while mul- 
tiplying the demand for coal have 
all but leveled the huge mounds of 
coal that usually stand beside the 
steel mill furnaces. 

Steel industry leaders, speaking 
through the War Production 
Board's advisory committee, de- 
clared early in the year: "The coal 
supply of leading steel producers 
is down to a point to seriously 
threaten steel mill operations.” 

Expressing grave concern over 
the supply situation in view of the 
expiration of the union contract 
March 31, the WPB committee 
urged that "steps should be taken 
immediately to determine and re- 
solve any demands [by the union] 
that may be made on the mine 
operators and in this manner pre- 
vent a stoppage in the current flow 
which would be immediately re- 
flected in a severe curtailment in 
steel production.” 

Some observers feel the oper- 
ators, full of anxiety at the hint 
of another work stoppage, may be 
prone to give Lewis anything that 
looks reasonable. 

On the other hand, there is a 
feeling that public opinion might 
swing decidedly in the direction of 
these operators if Lewis threatened 
to strike in the face of a reported 
critical need for coal to keep homes 
warm and war plants producing. 

On one thing most informed 
authorities agree: The miners will 
be asking a few wage concessions 
when they sit down with the oper- 
ators. 


ioe 


Solon Urges Deferment 
Of Essential Farmers 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 (ANS)— 
Renewed pressure from farm state 
Congressmen to prevent military 
draft of essential agricultural work- 
ers was led off today by Rep. Wil- 
liam Lemke (R., N. D.). 

Addressing the House of Repre- 
sentatives, he claimed "wholesale 
induction” of farmers is resulting 
in "livestock and dairy herds being 
sold by the hundreds of thousands.” 
He urged immediate action on pro- 
ls requiring Selective Service 








boards to defer farm labor. 


Wallace 


Barkley Predicts 


Selection 





Republican challenges. 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 (UP)—Senate Democratic Leader Al- 
ben W. Barkley predicted today that the Senate would confirm 
Henry A. Wallace as Secretary for‘Commerce on March 1 despite 


Barkley was unperturbed by the angry debate in the Senate 
yesterday when Sen. Robert A. 
confirmation of Wallace would be "the greatest handicap the 


Taft (R., Ohio), said that the 











Four Million Bucks 
For La Gloria At 21 


NEW YORK, Feb. 21 (UP) — 
Gloria Laura Morgan Vanderbilt 
de Cicco, who had pawned some 
of her jewels last year to get 60,- 
000 dollars, became the mistress 
of more than 4,000,000 dollars at 
midnight on the 20th when she 
reached the age of 21, it was dis- 
closed today. 

If all goes well she will become 
the mistress of her heart before 
long too, by divorcing her es- 
tranged husband, Pasquale de 
Cicco, heir of the "Broccoli King,” 
who said he was not going to 
bother to send her a birthday 
present since she would probably 
have enough money. 











Army Drops Control. 
Of Two Ward Offices 


CHICAGO, Feb. 21 (ANS)—The 
Army has relinquished control of 
two departments of the Mont- 
gomery Ward Company in Chicago, 
The New York Times reported to- 
day. The two departments are the 
warehouse and the department of 
Ward’s main Chicago branch that 
handled fashions. 

The Army took over operation of 
Montgomery Ward here and in six 
other cities by Presidential order, 
Dec. 28. The Chicago Journal of 
Commerce said the two relinquished 
Chicago departments "remain in 
Army possession only in a technical 
sense.”’ 

The Associated Press said a 
Montgomery Ward official who de- 
clined permission to use his name 
attributed the Army’s action in 
turning back the operation of the 
two units to financial troubles. 
Col. R. Parker Kuhn, executive 
director of the Army’s operations 
at Montgomery Ward, declined to 
cite the reason for the action. 

"The status of operations by the 
War Department remains un- 
changed in other plants,” he said. 
"All financial obligations are being 
met on current bases.” 

The seizure of the Ward plants 
was declared illegal in a recent rul- 
ing of the Chicago Federal District 
Court. Col. Kuhn revealed that the 
Army has .put into effect wage in- 
creases at Ward’s which had been 
ordered by War Labor Board. The 
refusal of Ward's to consider WLB’s 
directive as mandatory was the fac- 
tor behind the labor troubles which 
led to the Army seizure. Ward’s 
contended the WLB directives were 








merely advisory. 


+American people could face in 


seeking a higher standard of 
living and greater production.” 

Sen. Claude A. Pepper (D., Fla.), 
replied: "Henry Wallace will be 
honored long after most of us are 
asleep, the long sleep of obscurity.” 

Sen. Lister Hill (D., Ala.), also 
defended Wallace declaring: "We 
need the vision and the courage of 
Henry Wallace in our government.” 

Referring to Wallace’s speech on 
behalf of "the common man,” Taft 
said: "The common man may be 
taken on a wild spree but he will 
wake up with an uncommon head- 
ache. Businessmen can have no 
confidence under the leadership of 
a Secretary who has so clearly in- 
dicated his general sympathy with 
Communism.” 

Pepper accused Taft of "trying 
to destroy” Wallace "on the cross 
of Communism.” : 

In reply, Taft said: "I did not 


_|call Mr. Wallace a Communist. I 


said he had great sympathy for the 
Russian system and not much sym- 
pathy for our own.” 

Pepper told the Senate that every 
argument Taft made against Wal- 
lace could and had been made 
against President Roosevelt. 

VACANCY 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 (ANS)— 
The new Congressional Directory, 
distributed at the capitol today, 
leaves blank the third page, nor- 
mally devoted to the biography of 
the Secretary of Commerce. 


Wacs Are Soldiers, 
Buffalo Judge Rules 


BUFFALO, N. Y., Feb. 21 (ANS) 
—Federal Judge Harold P. Burke 
ruled yesterday that a member of 
the Women’s Army Corps is a sol- 
dier, in denying a defense motion 
to set aside the conviction of Jake 
Williams, 43, of Buffalo for harbor- 
ing and concealing Pvt. Irene Alice 
Way, 30, formerly of Zanesville, 
Ohio. 

The defense contended the law 
in the case of specified soldiers and 
contended that "soldier’ meant a 
fighting man, while a Wac is a 
noncombatant who bears arms only 
under a special written authoriza- 
tion and for a special assignment. 
The court agreed that the term 
“soldier” ordinarily indicates a 
combatant but the line of demar- 
cation between combatant and non- 
combatant service may not be too 
sharply drawn. 

The judge upheld the government 
contention that the statute trans- 
forming the WAAC into the WAC 
made the organization a "compon- 
ent part of the Army and members 
thus became subject to all laws 





and regulations applicable to en- 
listed men.” 








| These two comparative photos of one of the world’s busiest intersections proves 
that even Manhattan’s midtown goes to sleep for a brief interval at least. 
These photos were taken at 3 PM and 3 AM respectively at Fifth Avenue and 











‘World's Busiest Intersection’ Very Different By Night 


42nd Street. Not a vehicle or pedestrian passed during the one-minute exposure 
interval during the night shot. However, 
may be discerned in the right background. 


headlights of an approaching car 


(Acme Photos) 
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TEXAS TALKS 


Dear Editor: 

I don’t wish this to be considered 
a gripe but just to acknowledge to a 
few fellows who are in the wrong 
about the great state of Texag 
They seem to think it is just a wild 
place where the bars all have 
swinging doors, like the old Wild 
West days, or a place where every- 
one has a herd of cattle. Nightclubs 
are taboo and if there is a place 
where dancing goes on, the only 
music heard are tunes known as 
*hill billy” songs or cowboy songs. 
Also, it appears to them that there 
are no cities in Texas but small 
towns and big name orchestras 
never pay the larger cities a visit. 

We Texans are noted for the 
"open spaces” but some fellows 
think we are stuck off up in the 
mountains without contact with the 
rest of the world. 

I think it is a disgrace for people 
to have such ideas in their minds. 
If they are too engrossed in other 
affairs to know the facts of Texas, 
they shouldn’t be heard from. If 
they only knew that in Texas are 
some of the most thriving cities 
in the country, including Fort 
Worth, Houston and Dallas where 
also some of the gayest night spots 
in the South are always having 
big name orchestras as a constant 
billing. 

Some of the most modern and 
up-to-date towns in the nation 
are found in Texas and much mod- 
ern industry. Although the cattle 
industry is one of the main in- 
dustries, not every Texan is occu- 
pied in it. I couldn’t begin to give 
all the facts of such a state, but I 
would just like to put over the fact 
that the Lone Star State is just 
as up-to-date as most any of the 
others in the Union, and this in- 
cludes the entertainment world and 
other fields of most importance. 

—Pvt. Richard Owens, Inf. 


ROSES AND THORNS 
Dear Editor: 

I enjoy reading the Mail Call col- 
umn in The Stars and Stripes. In 
fact, I have a tendency to turn to 
page 4 every time I pick up the 
news. Wonder if I could submit a 
suggestion? 

My home town newspaper has a 
column called "Roses and Thorns.” 
The compliments to individuals and 





other things which the public like 
are called Roses.” The person pay- 
ing the compliment or making the 
praise starts out with "Roses to so 
and so.” Gripes are the “thorns’ 
and there it starts, "Thorns to so 
and so.” It’s a mighty fine way 


The Stars and Stripes put a "Roses 
and Thorns” column in? Maybe it 


of the day isn’t enough for the 


whole paper. 
—T-5 Sadowski, PA 
We feel there’s no necessity to 


departmentalize Mail Call. 
—Editor. 


CYMRU AM BYTH 


Dear Editor: 

I read with great interest the 
article which appeared in your "It 
Sez Here” column, more especially 
because a game called ”purring” 
was described as popular in Wales. 

Mr. Editor, I am a Welshman 
bred and born, both parents Welsh- 
speaking, and in my 27 years have 
traveled all over Wales. 

Without "blowing our own trum- 
pets” it is universally agreed that 
Wales has endowed the world with 
a wealth of poetry and song as well 
as with other more commercial 
items, but to have such a barbaric, 
prehistoric and stupid game thrust 
on us is an insult to any self-re- 
specting and intelligent Welshman. 

In short, Mr. Editor, no such 
game does or ever has existed in 
Wales. I suggest that Mr. Menke do 
a little more research, review and 
adjust his records, for in transat- 
lantic language, they are all "hay- 
wire.” CYMRU AM BYTH-—(Wales 
Forever). 

—Sgt. K. C. Jenkins, BA. 


WAR PREVENTION 


Dear Editor: 

The Dumbarton Oaks plan for 
peace is one which offers much 
hope. However, even its authors will 
admit that it is a compromise and 
not the ideal form of organization. 
Those of us who have studied the 
question for a considerable period 
of time realize that nothing short 
of world federation can ever offer 
permanent peace. Why not begin 
the educational job now among sol- 
diers making the sacrifice of war 
that we in turn may carry the cru- 








sade on returning. 
—Pvt. David W. Bent, Inf. 





Puptent Poets 








COWBOY BALLAD 


I ride an iron-clad charger 
Under a wind-swept sky— 

With bridle and bit of steel cable 
Upon a modern Pegasus I fly. 


His hoofs in my eardrums beat, 
Nose well aimed and tail held high. 
Sensing a falcon’s lightness 

We spring into the sky. 


An old world crumbling 


Are 
As through early mists we break. 


Now shying clear of smoke below 

With speed of a steed in form. 

Left behind is the thunder and 
lightning, 

Southward we race from the storm. 


Relaxed, and riding with carefree 
ease 
Only through long acquaintance 


nown. 
With confidence, I sit the saddle: 
I’m riding this B-24 home. 
—S-Sgt. Alden F. Kimsey, AC 


WITCH’S BREW 
(Rations, type C) 
Delightful, dissonic symphony; 
Cacophony of sounds organic; 
Combinated, ruinated chemistry— 
Low, rumbling, undramatic; 
Wounded, wailing bit of static— 
From mucus membrane basement 
Rebounding on gastro-attic 
(A vascular, bilish encasement) 
= scherzo compiled of witch’s 
rew 

And ration-C, should be immortal- 





It seems to me. 


TO AN UNKNOWN GIRL 
The beast in man runs foul, 
Within the jungle 
Of his own creating. 

Truth, and beauty, life—are sheared, 
Are cut to juicy pieces 
—Satiating lust. 
Atrocity, with foam-flecked 
Blood-smeared lips 
Defiles the breast of honor, 
And virgin love, destroyed, 
Lies torn mid reeking leaves of 
conscience, 
Stank vegetation, 
The sordid couch that war and man 
Has made for her. 
—Segt. Anthony Collins, RAF 


NOT IN VAIN 
In water color thin and gray . 
The fog across the pale moon lay 
Treetops echoed through the night 
Birds took refuge in their flight— 


On mother earth not like the sky 
Guns roared, a voice, and then a cry 
Of soldiers battling not in vain 

Against the mud and falling rain— 





Marching on with endless fury 

A rifle the judge, and God the jury 

Their heads held high as if to say 

Perhaps the fog will lift one day. 
—Pvt. Elliott B. Sontag 


WARTIME 
Valleys filled with dead; 
Aching hearts who’ve read: 
"Lost in action, somewhere.” 
Enemies we damn . 
Now—because they stand 
Between us and a desire ’ 
Instilled by home, and ’ 
Names our hearts command— 
Everything that we love! 








—Pic, George H. Gruenwald, AC. 


—T-Sgt. Robert B. Burke, Adg. 
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of expressing thoughts. Couldn’t 


could take up space when the news 











The Roving 
Reporter 


By ERNIE PYLE 


HONOLULU — Covering this Pa- 
cific war is, for me, going to be 
like learning to live in a new city. 

The methods of war, the attitude 
toward it, the homesickness, the 
distances, the climate — 
is different from what we have 
known in the European war. 

Here in the beginning, I can't 
seem to get my mind around it, or 
get my fingers on it. 

Distance is the main thing. I 
don’t mean distance from America 
so much, for our war in Europe is 
a long way from home too. I mean 
distances after you get right on the 
battlefield. 

For the whole western Pacific is 
our battlefield now, and whereas 
distances in Europe are hundreds 
of miles at most, out here they are 
thousands. And there’s nothing in 
between but water. 

You can be on an island battle- 
field, and the next thing behind 
you is a thousand miles away. One 
soldier told me the worst sinking 
feeling he ever had was when they 
had landed on an island and were 
fighting, and on the morning of 
D-3 he looked out to sea and it was 
completely empty. Our entire con- 
voy had unloaded and left for more, 
and boy, did it leave you with a 
lonesome. and deserted feeling. 


Slow Drag... 


As one admiral said, directing 
this war is like watching a slow- 
motion picture. You plan some- 
thing for months, and then finally 
the great day comes when you 
launch your plans, and then it is 
days or weeks before the attack 
happens, because it takes that long 
to get there. 

As an example of how they feel, 
the Navy gives you a slick sheet of 
paper as you go through here, en- 
titled "Airline Distances in Paci- 
fic.” And at the bottom of it is 
printed "Our Enemy, Geography.” 
Logistics out here is more than a 
word; ‘it’s a nightmare. 

Here’s another example of their 
attitude toward distance in the Pa- 
cific.<— 

At Anzio in Italy just a year ago, 
the 3rd Division set up a rest camp 
for its exhausted infantrymen. The 
rest camp was less than five miles 
from the front line, within constant 
enemy artillery range. 

But in the Pacific, they bring 
men clear back from the western 
islands to Pearl Harbor to rest 
camps—the equivalent of bringing 
an Anzio beachhead fighter all the 
way back to Kansas City for his 
two-weeks rest. 

It’s 3,500 miles from Pearl Harbor 
to the Marianas, all over water, yet 
hundreds of people travel it daily 
by air as casually as you’d go to 
work in the morning. 

And there is another enemy out 
here that we did not know so well 
in Europe—and that is monotony. 
Oh sure, war everywhere is mon- 
otonous in its dreadfulness. But out 
here even the niceness of life gets 
monotonous. 

The days are warm and on our 
established island bases the food is 
good and the mail service is fast 
and there's little danger from the 
enemy and the days go by in their 
endless sameness and they drive 
you nuts. 


Psychos... 


Our high rate of returning men- 
tal cases is discussed frankly in the 
island and service newspapers. A 
man doesn’t have to be under fire 
in the front lines finally to have 
more than he can take without 
breaking. 

He can, when isolated and home- 
sick, have more than he can take of 
nothing but warmth and sunshine 
and good food and safety — when 
there’s nothing else to go with it, 
And another adjustment I’ll have 
to make is the attitude toward the 
enemy. In Europe we felt our en- 
emies, horrible and deadly as they 
were, were still people. 

But out here I’ve already gath- 
ered the feeling that the Japanese 
are looked upon as something un- 
human and squirmy — like some 
people feel about cockroaches or 
mice. 

I’ve seen one group of Japanese 
prisoners in a wire-fenced court- 
ard, and they were wrestling and 
aughing and talking just as hu- 
manly as anybody. And yet they 
gave me a creepy feeling, and I felt 
in need of a mental bath after 
looking at them. 

I’ve not yet got to the front, or 
anywhere near it, to find out how 
the average soldier or sailor or Ma- 
rine feels about the thing he’s 
fighting. But I'll bet he doesn’t 











UP FRONT... 
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By Mauldin 


(in France) 
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“By God, sir, I tried!” 





ENCIRCLEMENT PAYS: 





Ring Around Germans 
Is Prize Russian Strategy 





The strategy of encirclement, 
which paid off the richest dividend 
of the war on the east front at Sta- 
lingrad, is being pursued in the 
Red Army’s current winter offensive 
with consistent results. : 

Wherever the Germans show a 
tendency to convert a town, a city 
or an area with natural defenses 
into a stiff hedgehog _—- So- 
viet commanders send their. columns 
around the German strong point. 
The arms of the Russian pincers 
meet, and the German garrison is 
isolated. 

The Red Army has several reasons 
for following this procedure: 

1—The main weight of its forces 
- drive ahead for the next objec- 
tive. 

2—The Wehrmacht is chopped up 
into isolated groupings, leaving 
fewer men for the defense of the 
inner line around Berlin. 

3.—The Red Army can limit its 

own losses because, once a new 
group of Germans has been pock- 
eted, the Russian commander can 
handle the task of cleaning up the 
encircled position in his own time. 
This does not mean that the be- 
sieging troops sit down and wait for 
the Germans to quit; it does mean 
that an attack from all sides creates 
new headaches for the defenders. 
Since the winter offensive began 
on Jan. 12, Germans have been cut 
off in East Prussia, Torun, Poz- 
nan, Schneidemuhl, Breslau, Glo- 
gau and Grudziadz. The size of 
the isolated Wehrmacht formations 
varies. The largest is in East Prus- 
sia, where some 200,000 men are said 
to be trapped. Another 100,000 are 
believed to be in Breslau. 
The encirclements of Schneide- 
muhl, Pomeranian border town, 
and Torun in Poland, ended with 
the liquidation of the German gar- 
rison. The trapped units in Poznan, 
Polish bastion 130 miles due east of 
Berlin, are in the last stages of their 
defense. 


They Say... 


PVT. C. J. BECWAR, in a letter to 
the Paris edition of The Stars 
and Stripes: 

"We must not be satisfied with 
just a swell wife, a houseful of 
kids, when, in another 20 years, 
we must leave that home or have 
our kids sail over oceans to such 
a hell of a mess as we are mixed 
up in now.” 


THE LONDON EXPRESS, in an 

opinion of America’s newest screen 

Siren, Lauren Bacall: 

"She is like slow electricity. She 

is not very pretty. She has an 
y mouth, a nose that means 

nothirig . . . but the magnetism 

















feel the same way our men in Eu- 
rope feel. 2 een 


tem voice, t- 
atte ~ her bored, ca 


of the eyes! And the slow, con-|in 


In East Prussia, where a huge 
section of German territory was 
sealed off when the Red Army 
crashed h to the Baltic, the 
Germans now hold only one-tenth 
of the province. On this encircled 
battlefield a trap within a trap has 
been sprung, since the capital, 
Koenigsberg, has been cut off from 
the rest of the beleaguered defend- 
ers of East Prussia. 


TOUGH BATTLES 


The battles for the reduction of 
the trapped garrisons are bitter, 
bloody affairs. The fighting in 
Breslau promises to be as severe as 
any on the east front, with the 
trapped Wehrmacht apparently 
ready to obey orders to hold as long 
as possible. 

Why do the Germans allow their 
troops to be caught in these traps? 
For one thing, the choice may not 
be theirs. The Red Army often 
moves so swiftly that there is no 
time to get out. 

Lt. Gen. Kurt Dittmar, chief apol- 
ogist for the Nazi High Command, 
told the German people today that 
the troops left behind gained time. 
The defense of Budapest provided 
time to prepare Vienna’s defenses, 
he said. He admitted that the situ- 
ation of the soldiers involved "was 
deeply tragic.” 

The Russians, he charged, do not 
permit the Germans to make an 
"honorable surrender,” and added 
that the German nation was threat- 
ened consequently with inexorable 
destruction. He did not specify 
what "honorable surrender” was. 


Whatever the Nazi High Com- 
mand’s reasons, it is following a 
singular strategy, which has suc- 
ceeded in spreading German troops 
all over the fringes of the conti- 
nent. At a time when Germany is 
in desperate need of manpower to 
defend Berlin and the heart of the 
country, hundreds of thousands of 
nee troops are where they cannot 

elp. 


TOLLS ARE HIGH 


More than 150,000 German effec- 
tives, 110,000 of them captured, were 
lost in the defense of encircled 
Budapest. Another 200,000 are said 
to be stuck in Latvia. There are 
pockets of Germans along the 
French coast at Dunkirk, St. Naz- 
aire, La Rochelle and Bordeaux. 
There are Germans ‘in the islands 
of the English Channel. There are 
Germans in Norway as far north 
as Narvik, some are in Yugoslavia, 
and others are by-passed on the is- 
land of Crete. 

Perhaps, after all, the German 
High Command is following no fixed 
policy at all. It is more likely that 
the slashing progress of the Allied 
armies on all fronts has caught the 
Wehrmacht with its pants down. 
The embarrassment is the greater 
that those pants are down in a 
lot of unexpected places in Europe. 

—Sgt. HOWARD TAUBMAN 
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Chernyakhovsky 
Buried In Vilna, 
City He Liberated 


MOSCOW, Feb. 21—The funeral 
of General Ivan D. v- 
sky, wounded fatally on the East 
Prussian front. which he ~ 

anded, took place yesterday 
Vilna, capital of Lithuania, the Bal- 
tic Soviet Republic that his forces 


memory. 

Yesterday’s Moscow papers told 
of how the news of General Chern- 
yakhovsky spread like lightning to 
the units of the 3rd White Russian 
Army Group which he had com- 


by the bier. 

At a large meeting, Lt. Gen. Mak- 
arov spoke of Chernyakhovsky’s 
contribution to a — 
cesses, especially eading 0: 
battle to liberate White Russian soil 
last summer and to smash the Ger- 
man defenses in East Prussia during 
the current winter offensive. 

"The best monument to Ivan 
Danilovich,” General Makarov said, 
“will be quick and complete an- 
nihilation of the encircled Germans 
in East Prussia.” 


Six Allied Columns 
Push On Mandalay 


KANDY, Ceylon, Feb. 21—North 
Burma now has six major battle- 
fields, all pointing toward Manda- 
lay, key city of the Japanese de- 
fense system, the Associated Press 
reported today. In ali six of them, 
British and Chinese troops are 
making slow progress toward their 
goal. . 

In the extreme northeast Chinese 
troops of the ist Army battered 
their way to a position 32 miles 
from Lashio, terminus of the old 
Burma Road. They were driving a 
ragged enemy before them down 
that road. American Men From 
Mars are campaigning with these 
Chinese. 

A British division pushing down 
a river valley on their right flank 
suddenly came in for a spectacu- 
lar skirmish when, at the end of 
a savage 18-hour counterattack, the 
Japanese launched a fierce infan- 
try flame-throwing attack. One en- 
emy battalion was wiped out. 

North and west of Mandalay, the 
British 14th Army enlarged its 
bridgeheads over the Irrawaddy. 


129 Americans Charged 
With Offenses In India 


NEW DELHI, Feb. 21 (AP)—Sir 
Francis Mudie, home member of 
the Government of India, told the 





for offenses. committed in India, 
of whom 104 were sentenced by 
court martial and 25 acquitted. 

He said the sentences went up to 
life terms and quoted an Assam 
Government report that the "sen- 
tences are very severe.” 





i; Radio Program 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION, ROME 
695 K 


Thursday, February 22 
HIGHLIGHTS 


10:30—Encore—Mail Call 

i1:45—Personal Album 
1:00—Shining Hour 
1:330—Sammy Kaye 

2:30—Globe Theater 
3:15—Concert Hall of the Air 
5:00—Blondie 

6:30—GI Journal 
7:15—Correspondent’s Column 
7:30—Red Cross dedica¢fion 

monies. 

9:00—Nelson Eddy 
9:30—Cavalcade 

1c: Caravan 

10:30—Starlight Room—Excelsior 
Newscasts at 7:00, 8:00, 9:00, 10:00, 

11:00 AM and 12:30, 2:00, 3:00, 5:00, 

6:00, 7:00, 8:00, 9:00, 10:00, 11:00 PM. 

Shortwave 9 AM—5 PM 
6.135 Meg. 49 Meters 
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Rome Streets 
Honor FDR, 
Washington 


ROME, Feb. 21— Two adjoining 
Roman streets will be named Viale 
George Washington and Viale 
Pranklin Rogsevelt, if the project 
of an Italian society is successful. 

The plan, announced on the oc- 
‘easion of Washington’s birthday, 
was suggested by Giuseppe Gari- 
\baldi, president of the Garibaldine 
Union, a society named in honor of 
the renowned Italian patriot. 

The street which would be named 
after Washington was thus named 
before the war, but the name was 
suppressed when war broke out. It 
runs from the entrance of Villa 
Borghese through the favorite Ro- 
man rk. The proposed Viale 
Roosevelt intersects the 
other in the park. 

According to the proposal, made 
to Prince Doria, Mayor of Rome, a 
monument to Pope Pius VI would 
be placed at the intersection of the 
two renamed streets. Pope Pius VI 
ruled the Catholic Church at 











pendence. 


Middle East Force 
Cuts Gulf Command 


TEHERAN, Feb. 21 (ANS)—With 
the opening of the Dardanelles to 
sea travel and the substitution of 
rail traffic for trucks, the Persian 
Gulf Command is eut approximately 
in half now, after two and one-half 
years at the back-breaking task of 
getting supplies to Russid. 

At its peak, the Middle East 
Force numbered approximately 
30,000 American soldiers and 45,000 
native laborers, but now fully half 
of the men originally here have 
either been sent home or to other 
theaters. The rest are able to take 
it easy, even to the point of organ- 
izing study classes to pass the 
time. 

Here are some of the things the 
command accomplished in the last 
two years: They hauled 5,000,000 
tons of goods and delivered 200,000 
vehicles. They assembled and de- 
livered 4,800 planes and built the 
new port of Khorramshahr. 

The average age of men in the 
command was 34 though many of 
the truck drivers were over 40 and 
specially picked for their job which 
took them over hundreds of miles 
of lonely, wind-swept deserts, 
mountains and tortuous dry stream 
beds. 

Hard up for amusement on the 

great stretches of desert and moun- 
tains where the camps were lo- 
cated, last fall they organized a 
football league of which the cham- 
pion team recently defeated the 
Middle East champs from Cairo at 
the Amirabad Post Camp near 
here. ; 
They started courses in algebra, 
advanced mathematics, French, 
Persian, bookkeeping and _  elec- 
tricity. 

The Americans got on well with 
the Russians but they were 
“grieved” at the Persian’s age-old 





ted| mastery of the art of overcharging. 


Persia itself has changed consider- 
ably since the Yanks came. The 
railroads and machine shops in 
Teheran are greatly enlarged and 
modernized. The Iranians were 
trained in the American machine 
shop methods and when the Yanks 


,| leave they will have a large num- 


ber of skilled mechanics. 





Benito Feverish As Lover 
In Last Days, Diary Reveals 





By A Staff Correspondent 


ROME, Feb. 21—Eenito Mussolini’s last days as Il Duce and as a lover were eaually feverish, 


aceording to the intimate diary of his last mistress and his letters to her. The doc 


ents, belong- 


ing to Claretta Petacci, Musso’s gal, were unearthed in the garden of a Carabinieri station 


and disclosed today. 


Claretta, who was one of a string of extra-curricular activities for Il Duce, confided to her 


diary that Benito’s ardor became frenzied in the final months of his 


power. 


Every quarter hour, oftener at times, he would telephone her. She had to move around her 
luxurious villa,-which had more mirrors than a barber shop, with a telephone always at hand. A 





Generals To Attend 
Corso Club Opening 


ROME, Feb. 21—Lt. Gen. Joseph 
T. MeNarney, Deputy Supreme 
Allied Commander of the Mediter- 
ranean Theater and Commanding 
General of MTOUSA, will officially 
open the "Corso Club,” largest 
American Red Cross club in this 
theater, on Thursday evening, Feb. 





time of the Declaration of Inde-|92 


The Corso Club, located at 418 
Corso Umberto, will have four snack 
bars, 30 bathtubs and showers, a 
theater accommodating 1,200 peo- 
ple; tour, information and shopping 
services and 30 rooms devoted to 
such facilities as table tennis, bil- 
liards and cards, as well as special 
rooms set aside for music—classical 


and jive—a library, a barber shop]? 


and a beauty salon. 

Formerly the Ruspoli Palace, the 
Corso Club, which is being opened 
for the comfort and convenience of 
enlisted men and women stationed 
in and visiting the Rome area, ap- 
parently represents months of plan- 
ning by the Rome Area Allied Com- 
mand and the American Red Cross. 

The dedication ceremonies will be 
broadcast locally from 7:30 PM to 
8 PM by the American Expedition- 
ary Station, Rome, and also short- 
waved throughout Italy. The prin- 
cipal speakers will be General Mc- 
Narney, Brig. Gen. Thoburn K. 
Brown, Rome Area Allied Com- 
mander; Stirling Tompkins, Ameri- 
can Red Cross delegate for the 
Mediterranean and Miss May Archi- 
bald, club director. Music for the 
broadcast will be played by the 
Rome Area Allied Command Band. 

In addition to General McNarney, 
guests of honor will include: Am- 
bassador Alexander C. Kirk; Hon. 
and Mrs. Myron C. Taylor: Stirling 
Tompkins; Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker; 
Maj. Gen. Otto C. Nelson. Deputy 
Commander, MTOUSA; Maj. Gen. 
David McCoach Jr.; Maj. Gen. Mor- 
rison C. Stayer; Maj. Gen. Miller C. 
White; Brig. Gen. John W. Coffey; 
Brig. Gen. Lawrence C. Jaynes: 
Brig. Gen. Arthur H. Rogers; Col. 
Charles W. Christenberry; Col. Wil- 
liam A. Wedemeyer; Rear Admiral 
Ellery W. Stone: Commodore Hum- 
bert W. Ziroli: Brigadier Alban Low 
and Prince Filippo Andrea Doria 
Pamphili, Mayor of Rome. 


Observers Say Russia 
Will Join Far East War 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 (UP)— 
Military observers in Washington 
expressed the belief today that, de- 
spite the absence of Marshal Stalin 
in Alexandria when British Premier 
Winston Churchill and President 
Roosevelt mapped out new blows 
against Japan, Russia will join the 
Par East war after Germany has 
been defeated. 

These observers pointed out that 
Stalin’s carefully concealed plans 
with regard to Japan were making 
a separate Roosevelt - Churchill 
meeting to discuss this question. 





*maid was kept busy disentang]- 
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CLARETTA PETACCI 
... palazzo pastime... 


Italian Press Bans 
Lifted By Premier 


ROME, Feb. 21—The suspension 
of six Italian mewspapers until 
March 31, ordered by the National 
Press Commission because of a 
newsprint shortage, was revoked last 
night by Premier Ivanoe Bonomi. 

Bonomi made his decision after a 
conference with the six editors of 
the temporarily suspended papers. 
The editors maintained that the 
press commission's decision was un- 
democratic and violated the princi- 
ples of a free press. 

The editors insisted that the six 
suspended papers had a total fixed 
circulation of 50,000 copies daily. 
Journals allowed to continue, they 
said, had a total circulation of 700,- 
000 daily. They argued that the 
supply of newsprint was sufficient 
to cover the needs of the suspended 
papers. 

During the conference, Allied au- 
thorities informed Bonomi that a 
new shipment of newsprint is ex- 
vected. 

At the conference were Franco 
Libonati, press undersecretary and 
the following editors: Carlo Vaccaro, 
Il Globo; Leonida Repaci, L’Epoca; 
Lelio Rava, Il Secolo XX; Tomaso 
Smith, Il Momento; Ermete San- 
tucci, Libera Stampa, and Gaetano 
Natali, La Tribuna del Popolo. 

The suspension lasted less than 24 
hours. 








Boomerang 

AAF BOMBER STATION IN 
ENGLAND, Feb. 21 (AP) —A V-2 
rocket which boomeranged on the 
Nazis startled 8th Air Force airmen 
over Holland yesterday. "At first 
we coudn’'t believe it,” said Capt. 
Frank Emory of Mount Vernon, 





Wash. 


ing telephone wire that would 
get messed up around the furni- 
ture as Claretta moved about. 
The telephone followed Claretta 
even into the bathroom. 

While Fascist Italy was taking a 
terrific drubbing, with her towns 
being bombed from the air and with 
Sicily being invaded, the chief of 
state kept telephoning Claretta. Ac- 
cording to her diary, here is what 
he said on the phone in a typical 
hour between 10 and 11 AM on 
July 15, 1943: 

*COULDN’T SLEEP, ETC.’ 
10:00—"How did you spend the 
night? Did you think of me in your 
sleep? I feel tired and depressed. 
Why are you not with me?” 

10:15—"I rang you a few minutes 
ago but you did not answer. Where 
were you? I have been following 
the prescription your father wrote 
down for me. [Her father is a 
doctor.) I do not feel any better. I 
kiss you intensely.” 

10:30—"I have a bad headache. 
What do I care about the world? 
I only wish I could live again the 
happy days of 1937. Do you remem- 
ber them? I'll call you later. Now 
I must work a little. I kiss you 
ardently.” 

10:40—"Why did you set spies on 
me yesterday? I told you the truth. 
There is nothing between me and 
that woman. She says the child is 
mine, but I deny it. I dislike her 
intensely.” 

11:00—"I'm longing for the mo- 
ment I can plunge again into 
Ostia’s sea. Then you will again 
put your white hands on my hairv 
chest. Your youth gives me a new 
life. I am so tired of everything and 
everybody. I have nothing but 
traitors around me. Tomorrow 
morning you must come and take 
again your place in the Palazzo 
Venezia, near me. I shall wait for 
you.” 

Another time, when Claretta was 
ill, the great lover wrote her: "I am 
sure you will be quite well soon. My 
fluid must certainly reach you.” 

ONCE MARRIED 

Claretta is the daughter cf a 
Roman doctor, Francesco Saverio 
Petacci. In 1935 she married a avy 
officer, but the marriage did not 
take, and she went back to live 
with her family. From her house 
she could look into I) Duce’s garden 
at the Villa Torlonia and watch the 
temporary master of Italy's fate ride 
an Arabian mare. 

She sent Musso love poems, and 
in 1937 met him at the beach at 
Ostia. Presently she was his mis- 
tress and a powerful person in Italy. 
Her father, a modest practitioner, 
was catapulted into national fame 
as a medico. Her sister, Myriam, 
became a film star overnight. Her 
brother, Marcello, became a big 
shot. 

T) Duce built a magnificent villa 
on Monte Mario for Claretta. Her 
bedroom was covered with mirrors. 
But Benito had to have her near 
him and asked her to stay frequently 
at the Palazzo Venezia. 

It is told that Mussolini often 
upset his schedule of conferences 
for her. In his last weeks as Duce, 
he once kept the Japanese ambassa- 
dor waiting for an hour while he 





was busy with Claretta. 
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IS TOUGH STUFF... 
HEY, I HAVE AN 
IDEA, HOTSHOT ! 


(Courtesy Chi. Trib-New York News 
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As a convoy pulls into a 5th 
Army depot, S-Sgt. Gregory 
Smalec of Yonkers, N. Y., 
checks a transportation order 
describing the type and quan- 
tity of ammo needed. ”Ammo 
Joe,” familiar ASP sign, is in 
the foreground. 
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‘Ten Little Indians’ 
Brings Gl Applause 


By a Staff Correspondent 

WITH THE 12TH AIR FORCE, 
Feb. 21—A mystery comedy, ”Ten 
Little Indians,” based on Agatha 
Christie’s mystery story, "Then 
There Were None,” is being pre- 
sented in Italy. Air and ground 
troops are almost unanimous in 
saying that it is good entertain- 
ment. 

lst Sgt. Morris Bowles of Cham- 
paign, Ill, found it exciting and 
said honest-to-goodness straight 
theater stuff “is a novelty in this 
area.” Pvt. Guy Parter of Corpus 
Christi, Texas, and Pvt. Leroy Ar- 
nold of Lorain, Ohio, had never 
seen a Broadway production be- 
fore and went to see the show not 
expecting to like it very much but 
were surprised. Cpl. William H. 
aise costing hip tut bigitns sheas 
a see s' e stage 
production. He said "I think I 
would like to see some more.” 

Though the leads were played by 
stage veterans Helen Waren and 
John Frederick, the rest of the 
cast was so — they must be 
mentioned along with them: Rich- 
ard Garrick as the judge, Frank 
Wilcox as the nerve doctor who had 
@ case of nerves, George Mitchell 
as the butler, Edward Harvey as 
the general, Rubee R. Raymon as 
the butler’s wife, Katherine Square 
as Mrs. Brent, Ralph Meeker as the 
symbol of the decay of youth. 

Possibly the hero of the show 
was Pfc. E. Ward Mendenhall, the 
only GI in it. Mendenhall was as- 
signed to the show as a production 
assistant but when Bert Bertram, 
manager of the unit who also plays 








The. Men Behind The Ammo In 
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the detective, became ill, Menden- 
hall took his place. 


DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
CROSS 


S-Sgt. Welton C. Westfall of Po- 
Calif., 
heroism in action, on Sept. 16, 1944, 
near Gagliano. Pfc. Thomas Gib- 
son of Canton, N..C. For extra- 
ordinary heroism in action, on June 
, near Istia. 
Lemke of Webster City, Iowa. For 
extraordinary heroism in action, on 
June 28, 1944, near Castogneto. 
First Lt. Donald E. Muston of 
Detroit, Mich. For extraordinary 
heroism in action on the 5th Army 
front in northern Italy. 

LEGION OF MERIT 
WO (j.g.) Stanley J. Krovontka, 
Galveston, Texas. 


Pvt. Edwin 





SILVER STAR 
Maj. John M. Anderson, West Ac- 
. ton, Mass.; Capt. George T. Buck 
for extraordinary] Jr., Accomac, Va.; 1st Lt. Ernest E. 
Manz, Secaucus, N. J.; Maj. Wil- 
liam H. Reddell, McKinney, Texas; 
lst Lt. Philip Sangermano, Peter- 
borough, N. H. 
Capt. Eugene L. Flynn, Corsicana, 
Texas; Ist Lt. Charles W. Fellows 
Jr., Richmond, Va.; ist Lt. Charles 
S. Leonard, Bethel, Ohio; 
Leslie A. Cahill, Terre Haute, Ind. 
AIR MEDAL 
Chief W-O Harold J. 
Hempstead, N. Y.; 2nd Lt. Pete V. 
Riolo, South Gate, Calif.; Capt. 
Julius Levine, Swan Lake, N. Y. 


T-Set. 


Seberle, 


Italy 
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Civilian laborers break wooden crates before loading 75 mm. 
shells (left), as men of the ordnance company check vehicles 
to maintain records of ammo issue. Leaving the depot with a 
full load (above), the convoy heads for a forward area where 
a distribution of shells to various units will be made, with the 
Germans included. (Photos by Thomas, APS) 





122 Days Of Slugging 
Nazis For 346th FA Bn. 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Italy, Feb. 21—First artillery unit to 
fire from positions north of the Futa Pass, the 346th Field Artil- 
lery Battalion of the 91st "Powder River” Division has spent 149 
days in combat on the 5th Army front in Italy, recently complet- 
ing its 122nd consecutive day on the line. 

Firing its first 100,000 rounds in less than 70 days, the bat- 
talion is well on its way to the second 100,000, having sent 126,000 
105 mm. shells crashing down+ 
on the enemy. 

Coming into the lines on July 11, 
1944, near Cecina, the cannoneers 
scarcely had their guns rolled into 
positions when they received their 
first call for fire. The initial mis- 
sion silenced an enemy battery 
which had been troubling their 
companion regiment, the 362nd In- 
fantry. 

Destroying. tanks and self-pro- 
pelled guns, blowing up enemy am- 
munition dumps along the way, the 
346th marched to the Arno River. 
There, the battalion daily punched 
away at the enemy, keeping him off 
balance while preparations were 
being made to launch the attack 
on the Gothic Line. 


HEAD FOR GOTHIC 


Slugging its way through the 
lower Apennines, and then through 
the vaunted Gothic Line bulwark, 
the 346th had its heaviest and most 
important fires. First Mount Calvi 
loomed up and the 346th, together 
with the 348th, covered it with steel 
and TNT as the 362nd inched up 
its slopes. Mount Linari, Hill 840, 
and Kraut-infested crevices, werejown battalion, but called in the 
blasted and then taken. After these}/heavies to’ smash the pillboxes 
dominating heights had been re-|which blocked the way. 
duced, directly in the path of the} Passing shattered fortifications 
362nd squatted the tiny village of|and mountain forests half cut down 
Poggio, fortified, bristling with|by flying artillery steel, the 346th, 
guns. in close support of their infantry, 

Knowing the 105 mm. shell was/was the first artillery unit to go 
not big enough to destroy the heav-|through Futa Pass. In this fight- 
ier fortifications, the 346th fired ajing the battalion fired as many as 
rolling barrage over the town, mak-/4,500 rounds in one day! 
ing the Kraut button up, dive for ADD MORE TOWNS 


holes. The infant closely fol- 
“4 4 Against increasingly stubborn en- 


+ es — a = se. emy resistance, struggling with the 
efore the Germans d time to r : 
tl mud, the 346th went on through 

















































Forts Collect Toll 
On Rhine _ Bridge 


LONDON, Feb. 21 (UP) — One 
span out of the six in the great 
highway bridge across the Rhine 
at Wesel was toppled into the 
water by bombs from American 
Fortresses following Wednesday’s 
raid, reconnaissance pictures 
showed today. 

Photos also revealed other dam- 
age to the bridge which is 1,840 
feet long and 50 feet wide, includ- 
ing destruction of the approaches. 











good bag for infantry courage and 
coordinated artillery. 

Poggio taken, the infantry fought 
on toward Futa Here the 
346th laid down concentration af- 
ter concentration and the dough- 
boys went down Highway 65 and 
over the hump of Futa Pass. The 
346th observers not only fired their 





get out of their holes the dough- 
boys were on top of them. Twojthe rugged Apennines. Monghi- 


hundred prisoners were taken—a/doro, Pietramala and Loiano felt 





(Courtesy Chicago Sun Syndicate) 














« « « Remember your card, Jane. 
Now ! shufile the deck. And= 





























BARNABY 
f Jane has persuaded me to do And here's the card you 
} | my amazing card trick, m‘boy. picked! Ace of Hearts! 














Mr. O/Malley! Pop says 
you can’t possibly exist! 


CR 
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\ No. King ef Clubs. 








look, Barnaby!... 























She's astounded! 

















Toke a card, m'boy. 
Any card—WHAT? 
§ don’t exist? Me? 





By CROCKETT JOHNSON 


the weight of the battalion’s guns. 
Hill 852, guarding Monghidoro was 
heavily defended—and the 346th 
dropped 1,200 rounds on it. Each 





time one of the fortress towns was 





Wy 


-| Fm sure f can convince him# 


taken Jerry counterattacked and 
each one had to be ringed with ar- 
tillery steel to hold him off. 

As the advance ground to a halt, 
the 346th moved into the 88th Di- 
vision sector. 

During this period of combat Lt. 
Col. Calvin E. Barry’s men have 


do exist. With my command of 
logie... Is your father home 
now? Fine!... Your old Fairy 
Godfather’s ever eager for a 
good metaphysical argument! 














been awarded one Legion of Merit, 
16 Bronze Stars, four Air Medals, 
eight Oak Leaf Clusters to the Air 
Medal, five Division Citations and 
15 Purple Hearts. Service Battery 
346 was the first battery to be 
awarded the War Department 


and per- 

















Thursday, February 22, 1945 





Thu 


q 


ply : 
love! 
of nu 
coms 
cont 
year 
been 

TI 
avail 
have 
knov 
havi 
dces 


ball 

niml 
Broc 
Wor 
cam 
the | 


a cr 
disti 
leag’ 
by a 
took 
one 

neve 
swar 
hows 
like 

ball 


cabb 
and 
opoli 
cal 
Rutt 
week 
out 
reap 


bicke 
since 
his ¢ 
an | 
that 
sche} 


picti 
twee 
para 
penr 

ae 
turn 
Pinc 
doug 
that 
able 
crut 


eithe 
or g 
pitcl 


barg 
mucl 
mak 
nate 


valet 
arou 
“Ty 


"L 
scree 
Felle 
dolle 


then 
penr 
him 
— 
wrec 
sign 
or y 
and 
you 
aged 
for | 
TI 
Bart 
Pine 
signi 
befo 





# Bak ERR O 


- 
a 


SS ee EE ae ee. 8 





oe 


ww whet § Oo 


ws we ts FY Se 


Thursday, February 22, 1945 


THE STARS AND STRIPES 


Page 7 





—_ 


Ag gezbé 
‘by Sot: Ba Nixon 


The age-old proposition of sup- 
ply and demand has reared its un- 
lovely head in the palatial offices 
of major league club owners. News 
comes from America that of all the 
contracts sent out to players this 
year, better than 70 mt have 
been returned . 

The players considered to be 
available seemingly realize that they 
have the owners over the well- 
known barrel and they just aren’t 
having any part of a document that 





dcesn’t provide ample mazuma. 
Notable amo the recalcitrant 
ball tossers is tlow Wyatt, whose 


nimble soup bone helped fling the 
Brooklyn Dodgers into their first 
World Series in 20 years. Whit be- 
came the Dodgers’ ace pitcher after 
the decline of Van Lingle Mungo. 

Van Lingle, in addition to owning 
a creditable fast ball, claimed the 
distinction of being the only major 
league ball player ever to be bitten 
by a swan. This fascinating event 
took place during Spring training 
one year in Florida, and reporters 
never were able to ascertain why the 
swan nipped Mungo. They did learn, 
however, that most swans do not 
like ball players, especially speed 
ball pitchers. 


Annual Battle 


Back in the old days the annual 
cabbage battle between Babe Ruth 
and Col. Jake Ruppert would mon- 
opolize the headlines. Certain cyni- 
cal souls were of the opinion that 
Ruth’s contract always was signed 
weeks in advance, and that his hold- 
out was just an act calculated to 
reap reams of publicity. 

But the current wave of salary 
bickering probably is on the level, 
since any bloke who is able to lay 
his cane aside long enough to strike 
an attitude at the plate realizes 
that he is valuable to the pennant 
schemes of his club. 

It is easy to conjure up a mental 
picture of a contract conference be- 
tween Big Barney Barnsmell, the 
paralytic pitcher, and Ezra Pinch- 
penny, his club’s general manager. 

"You’ve got a hell of a nerve 
turning down this offer,” bleats 
Pinchpenny. "It calls for more 
dough than you made in 1903. And 
that was the last season you were 
able to get out to the mound without 
crutches.” oe” 

"Well,” counters Barney, "you 
either kick through with more dough 
or get somebody else to do your 
pitching.” 

Then ensues a session of spirited 
bargaining during which nothing 
much is accomplished except to 
make Barnsmell even more obsti- 
nate. 


One More Offer 


"Look,” says Pinchpenny, "I will 
make you just one more offer and 
you can take it or leave it. We will 
pay you 100,000 bucks for the season 
and in addition pay your rent at the 
sanitarium.” 

"No dice,” replies Barney. "It’s 
200,000 dollars or nothing.” 

"What if we give you a personal 
valet to push your wheel chair 
around at all times?” 

Two hundred thousand bucks.” 

"Listen, you damned lunkhead,” 
screams Pinchpenny, "even Bob 
Feller never got more than 35,000 
dollars from the Indians.” 

"Well, why don’t you get Feller 
then?” asks Barney, and Pinch- 
penny seés that Barney sure has 
him there. 

"You just listen to me, you old 
wreck,” yelps Ezra. "You either 
sign that contract the way it reads 
or you can get the hell out of here 
and don’t come back. Before I'll pay 
you any more dough, I'll let my 
aged grandmother do the pitching 
for this club.” 

This doesn’t get a raise out of 
Barnsmell because he knows that 


Pinchpenny’s grandmother was 
signed by the Yankees the day 
before. 





FIGHT RESULTS 


BALTIMORE — Jimmy Bivins, 188, 
Cleveland, knocked out Buddy Walker, 
191, Columbus, Ohio, (2). 

BOSTON—Coley Welch, 161, Portland, 
Me., outpointed Vic Dellicurti, 160, New 
York, (10). 

HOLLYWOOD—Nick Moran, 142, out- 
m Art Dorrell, 144, Tyler, Tex., 

NEWARK, N. J.—Earl Lowman, 205, 
Detroit, outpointed Billy Grant, 175, 
Orange, N. J., (10). 

PHILADELPHIA — Dorsey Lay, 134, 
Philadelphia, outpointed Gene Burton, 
140, New York, (10). 

_ SAN FRANCISCO—Paulie Peters, 163, 
San Francisco, knocked out Jimmy 
Hayden, 152, New York, (7). 








Great Lakes Loses 
To Bowling Green 
In Upset, 64 To 59 


BOWLING GREEN, Ohio, Feb. 
21 (ANS)—Bowling Green defeated 
Great Lakes, 64-59, here last night, 
after the lead changed hands 26 
times until the hosts pulled ahead 
to stay in front the last three 
minutes. The victory was their 21st 
in 22 starts. 

After trailing at the start the 
Sailors took an 18-14 lead midway 
in the first half and after Don 
Whitehead tied it up at 18-all, the 
Sailors surged to a 31-29 halftime 
advantage. 

In the second half the lead see- 
sawed back and forth with Dick 
McGuire doing the heavy scoring 
for the Sailors and Wyndol Gray 
scoring 14 points for the Falcons. 
Quick baskets by Gray and White- 
head gave the BGs the - winning 
margin near the end. Gray was 
high scorer with 22 points and Don 
Otten, Bowling Green’s seven-foot 
center, tossed in 19. 


Iowa Preflight 55, 


Nebraska 41 

IOWA CITY, Feb. 21 (ANS)— 
Iowa Preflight defeated Nebraska, 
55-41, last night, after the underdog 
Huskers held the favored host 
team in check until halfway 
through the second half. 

Forward Don Samuel tossed in 
eight straight points to give the 
Seahawks a comfortable lead at 
that point and he was the big 
gun in the Hawks’ 16th victory of 
the season with 24 points. 


Richard, Lach Tied 
In NHL Scoring Race 


MONTREAL, Feb. 21 (ANS)— 
Maurice (The Rocket) Richard and 
Elmer Lach of Les Canadiens are 
tied for the scoring lead in the Na- 
tional Hockey League with 65 
points apiece. Both bid fair to raise 
the league’s scoring record of 173 
points set by Cooney Weiland of 
the Boston Bruins in 1929-30 and 
tied 13 seasons later by Doug Bent- 
ley of the Chicago Black Hawks. 

Richard’s next goal, his 45th of 
the season, will break all existing 
records in the National League. 
Joe Malone of the Canucks hit 44 
goals in 22 games under the old 
rules during the 1917-18 season and 
the next best mark is 43 goals in 
44 games by Weiland while amass- 
ing his scoring record in 1929-30. 

LEADING SCORERS 








G. A. Pts. 
Richard, Montreal 44 21 
Lach, Montreal 20 45 
Cowley, Boston 22 34 56 
Blake, Montreal 23 31 54 
Howe, Detroit 14 32 46 


Kennedy, Toronto 23 19 42 
DeMarco, New York 18 24 42 
M. Bruneteau, Detroit 21 20 41 


Brownies’ Boys Unbeaten 
In 5th Army Cage Play 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Feb. 21— 
Brownies’ Boys remain as the last 
of the unbeaten teams in the 5th 
Army’s double elimination basket- 
ball tournament to determine a rep- 
resentative in the zone finals next 
month. They defeated Happy De- 
stroyers, 50-36 last night, while Buf- 
falo Big A’s won over Speed IIs, 
50-37. The latter team was elimi- 
nated. 

The once-beaten Big A’s and 
Happy Destroyers meet tonight at 
7 o’clock in a game which will elimi- 
nate one team, and the winner will 
meet Brownies’ Boys Saturday 
night. 
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cellor’s views on the subject are 


creed with "I like to win.” 

Dr. Fitzgerald succeeds Dr. John 
Bowman, who resigned the chancel- 
lorship to become Pittsburgh’s pres- 
ident. Under the latter’s regime 
Pittsburgh’s athletic fortunes, par- 
ticularly on the gridiron, have been 
steadily deteriorating. Dr. Bowman 
sought to deemphasize football and 
"purify athletics,” and he achieved 
his purpose in admirable fashion. 

Previous to 1939 when Jock 
Sutherland departed, Pitt had sent 
three teams to the Rose Bowl and 
refused a 1937 bid. In 13 years pre- 
vious to the adoption of Bowman’s 
principles, the Panthers had devel- 
oped no less than 11 standout All- 
America grid performers. 

"When the team record gets below 
50-50 I don’t particularly like it,” 
Fitzgerald once informed a student 
football rally. ’I certainly am a fan, 


4 and a strong believer in athletics 


and the discipline young men and 
women get from them, They learn 
to lose as well as win and that’s 
a good thing,” said the soft-spoken 
educator. 

When Clark Shaughnessy was 
called to Pittsburgh two years ago 
to administer artificial respiration 
to the Panther football team, Dr. 
Fitzgerald called it "A period of 
reconstruction at Pitt.” It appears 
that things will be different when 
the war is over. 


RAC League 


”"C” DIVISION STANDINGS 
w. 


Lids 5 
Fixers q 
Doughboys 3 
ATC 2 
Triple Five 1 
Tiber Webfeet 1 
Rockets 1 

TUESDAY’S RESULTS 
Lids 32, Tiber Webfeet 26. 
Fixers 32, ATC 28. 

TONIGHT’S GAMES 
7:00 PM—Fixers vs. Doughboys 


vavunsmo™ 





8:30 PM—Triple Five vs. ATC 


Pitt Due For Sports Boom 
In New Chancellor’s Plan 


PITTSBURGH, Feb. 21 (ANS)—The University of Pittsburgh, 
in an athletic, decline for the past six years, is due for an abrupt 
postwar return to big time sports if the newly appointed chan- 


indicative of Pitt’s future policy. 


The new man is Rufus Fitzgerald, former athletic director and 
basketball coach at the University of Tennessee and later con- 
nected with the University of Iowa. He summed up his sports 





\Widdoes Now Head 
Coach Of Buckeyes 


COLUMBUS, Ohig, Feb. 21 ANS) 
—Carroll Widdoes, Ohio State’s as- 
sistant football coach who took over 
the direction of the Buckeyes’ grid- 
iron destinies during coach Paul 
Brown’s military leave of absence, 
today signed a contract as head 
coach to succeed Brown. 

Widdoes’ contract, terms of which 
were not divulged, is for one year. 
He had been men- 
tioned prominent- 
ly as a_ possible 
successor to Carl 
Snavely, Cornell 
coach who re- 
signed to return 
to North Carolina, 
but when Brown 
signed a contract 
two weeks ago to 
coach the Cleve- 
land team of the 
new All-America 
Conference, Wid- 
does was offered 
the Ohio State job. 

Widdoes, former assistant to 
Brown at Massillon, Ohio, high 
school, is 40 years old and was voted 
coach of the year last fall. He 
played football, basketball and base- 
ball at Otterbein College where he 
graduated in 1926. 


Boston Center Called 


BOSTON, Feb. 21 (ANS)—Frank 
Mario, rookie center of the Boston 
Bruins, has been called for service 
in the Canadian Army, the Bruins’ 
front office announced last night. 
Mario will report for a physical 
examination in Montreal today. 








WIDDOES 





Basketball Betting 


Scandal No Surprise, 
Officials Tell Court 


BROOKLYN, Feb. 21 (ANS)—The 
recent gambling scandal involving 
five members of the Brooklyn Col- 
lege basketball team could not have 
been a complete surprise to officials 
of Madison Square Garden, it was 
revealed yesterday in testimony of- 
fered by three officials of the col- 
lege at an open court hearing into 
that particular incident and "re- 
lated matters.” 

Dr. Richard. Boyce, director of 
athletics at Brooklyn Collece said 
today that Ned Irish, president of 
the Garden, had Jistributed slips of 
paper bearing the phone numbers of 
police officials to members of bas- 
ketball teams throughout the city 
last fall. 

Boyce sald Irish had told him the 
purpose of the slips was to enable 
players to contact authorities im- 
mediately if they were approached 
by gamblers. Boyce added that Irish 
had told him then of gambling at 
the Garden and the efforts being 
made to eliminate it. 

Dr. Harry E. Gideonse, president 
of the college and the first witness 
called today defended B. C.’s policy 
of playing at the Garden. ”’The stu- 
dents want to play at the Garden,” 
Gideonse said. "That is the goal of 
their ambition as players.” 

At the same time Judge Samuel 
Leibowitz ordered the removal from 
the court calendar of the trial date 
for Harvey Stemmer and Henry 
Rosen accused of conspiracy to 
cheat and defraud in connection 
with the bribery of Brooklyn Col- 
lege players. The trial had been set 
for Feb. 27 and it’s expected it won't 
begin until further evidence is ac- 
cumulated from the open court 
hearing. 





Two Other Bribe 
Attempts Recalled 


NEW YORK, Feb. 21 (ANS)— 
Edgar Bromberger, New York City 
Commissioner of Investigation, re- 
vealed yesterday that two instances 
of attempted corruption had oc- 
curred previous to the Brooklyn Col- 
lege basketball scandal which broke 
Jan. 29. 

Bromberger also said in a 50-page 
report compiled at the direction of 
Mayor La Guardia that "there is no 
evidence of any dishonesty, culpab's 
irregularity or corrupt dealings be- 
tween Madison Square Garden and 
CCNY and Brooklyn College, city 
owned and supported institutions, 
or in the conduct of the games 
themselves or the financial transac- 
tions resulting therefrom.” 

William Levine, captain of the 
City College team, said he had been 
approached (according to Brom- 
berger) before the Svracuse game 
at the Garden Jan. 10 and asked 
whether he would like to make some 
extra money. Bromberger said Le- 
vine recognized the man as the 
"gambler type” and refused to talk, 

Levine also revealed that William 
(Red) Holzman, a former CCNY 
player, now in the Navy, had told 
him of a similar approach a couple 
of years ago and that he too had 
rejected the proposal. 





Basketball Scores 











Ashland 73, Camp Perry 53. 

Atlantic City Naval 65, Scranton 36. 
Augustana 67, Burlington Jr. College 37, 
Bowling Green 64, Great Lakes 59. 
Central 75, Warburgh 53. 

Cincinnati 57, Wayne 40. 

Hamline 76, Eau Claire Teachers 43. 
Iowa Preflight 55, Nebraska 41. 
Lakehurst Naval 47, Fort Dix 40. 
Lincoln Air Base 60, 2nd Air Force 37, 
Marshall 83, West Virginia Tech 49. 
Montclair (N.J.) T’chrs 45, Wagner 40, 
St. Olaf 50, McAlester 41. 





St. Thomas (Minn.) 72, St. John’s 41, 
Sam Houston 47, East Texas State 30. 





DICK TRACY 

















(Courtesy Chi. Trib-New York News 


Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 


By GOULD 








I_HAVE A FUNNY FEELING 
THAT MANDOLIN HAS 
THING TO DO WITH 
GERTIE'S WANTING O 
TAY HERE. IT'S JUSTAG 
A HUNCH 








ANDO IN ANOTHER PART 
OF THE PRISON . 


LISTEN, GIRLIE 
I KNOW you've 
BEEN USING ME 
AS A TOOL AND 
I'M WISE TO YOU. 






























MAYBE — IF T 


SHUT YOU —YOU . LAUNDRY IN 
MIGHT CUT ME IN? 





SH.’ MEET ME 
EEP MY MOUTH N TH 
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France Set At Ease 


On Yalta 


Decisions 





(Continued from page 1) 


ident’s activities since he left Yalta 
on Feb. 11, the White House said 
that "General de Gaulle, as Presi- 
dent of the Provisional Government 
of France, was invited by President 
Roosevelt to meet him in Algiers. 

"The invitation was given De 
Gaulle in Paris by the U. S. Ambas- 
sador, Mr. Jefferson Caffery, and 
had been sent from Yalta, in the 
Crimea, six days in advance of his 
arrival in Algiers. 

"Try his message, the President told 
the general he had hoped very much 
to meet him in continental France, 
but pressure of time made it impos- 
sible for him to get to Paris, much 
as he would have liked to do so. 

"As a dispatch from Yalta, the 
President’s invitation concluded 
with an expression of real hope that 
the alternative propcsal for a meet- 
ing in Algiers would be satisfactory 
to the French leader. 

"The President .was most disap- 
ted when advised that official 
iness did not permit the general 

to come to Algiers. 

”’Questions of mutual interest 
and importance to France and the 
J. S. are pending,’ the President 
Said. I wanted very much to see the 

eral before leaving for home.’” 

The Paris radio last night broad- 
the following official statement 

General de Gaulle’s office re- 
g President Roosevelt’s invi- 


j RECEIVED CAFFERY 


"On February 12 at 1900 hours, 
General de Gaulle, head of the Pro- 

Government of the French 
Republic, received Jefferson Caf- 
fery, Ambassador of the United 
States of America, who informed 
him of a message which President 
Roosevelt had sent to the Ambas- 
Bador. 

"In this message, President Roose- 
velt instructed the Ambassador to 
express to General de Gaulle his 
regrets at being unable to come to 
Paris in accordance with the invi- 
tation proffered by the French Gov- 
ernment in November, 1944. 

"President Roosevelt, on the 
other hand, suggested that the head 
of the French Government go to 
‘Algiers in order to meet him. Should 
General de Gaulle accept this invi- 
tation, he would be informed of the 
ne for the meeting at a later 


"The head of the Provisional Gov- 
ernment of the Republic replied to 
the Ambassador that he was pleased 











WEST FRONT 


(Continued from page 1) 
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only two and one-half miles north- 
west of Udem. 

> Canadian troops and tanks in the 
Moyland area northwest of Calcar 
and along the Goch-Calcar road 
regained ground lost to German 
counterattacks yesterday. Furious 
fighting was reported in progress 
in the sector. 

All of Goch had been cleared 
except a few isolated pockets. 

(A Reuter’s dispatch from SHAEF 
said that Field Marshal Gerd von 
Rundstedt was estimated to have 
about 25,000 men in the field against 
fs Canadian ist Army _ troops 
— down the Rhine-Mass cor- 

or.) 


3 Warships In 25 Jap 
Vessels Sunk In Pacific 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 21—U. 5S. 
submarines have sunk 25 enemy 
vessels as a result of recent opera- 
tions in Far Eastern waters, the 
Navy Department reported today. 
Among the ships sunk were an es- 
cort carrier, a large converted 
cruiser and a destroyer. 





to learn that President Roosevelt 
intended to visit a French 

"General de 
this invitation was taking him un- 
awares and at a moment when 
many open questions demanded his 
presence in Paris. Also it was made 
after the conference of the 
heads of the Allied Governments 
and their advisers and experts had 
taken place, a conference in which 
France had not taken part and 
details of which France was still 
ignorant. 

"General de: Gaulle asked the 
Ambassador to assure President 
Roosevelt that he did not give up 
the hope of seeing him coming to 
Paris where the Government and 
the entire population would always 
be extremely happy to receive him. 


COMMON KNOWLEDGE 


"It is common knowledge that 
since that date the French Gov- 
ernment and the French diplomatic 
service have been actively exchang- 
ing relevant points of view between 
France and Allied Governments 
with regard to the conclusions 
reached at the Yalta Conference.” 

Meanwhile, the newspaper Paris 
Soir reported that President Roose- 
velt’s invitation was handed to De 
Gaulle by Mr. Caffery in Paris 
one evening at 8 o’clock (the offi- 
cial French announcement said 
o'clock) with the request that the 
general should make known his 
acceptance by 3 o'clock the follow- 
ing morning—within seven. hours— 
"since the whole organization of 
re journey depended 
on - 

The newspaper Le Monde, which, 
according to Reuter’s, probably re- 
flects the official view, said that 
P velt’s visit of friendship 
which he had agreed to make to 
France could obviously take place 
only in Paris.” 


FRANCE AT S.F. 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 (UP)— 
France will join the San Francisco 
security conference despite the dif- 
ferences which have a between 
President Roosevelt and General 
Charles. de Gaulle, head of the 
French Provisional Government, 
diplomatic quarters in Washington 
opined today. 

The conferefice is scheduled to 
start April 25 and will seek to lay 
the ground work for international 
cooperation in years to come. 

French refusal to participate may 
seriously threaten France’s role in 
shaping future world develop- 
ments. 

Prime Minister Winston Church- 
ill, President Roosevelt and Marshal 
Joseph Stalin, the Big Three, were 
said to be awaiting word from Paris 
on two points: (1) an approval to 
the voting procedure developed for 
the new League of Nations at the 
Crimea meeting, and (2) a decision 
on the invitation to attend the San 
Francisco meeting where all the 
United Nations will discuss that 
formula and other problems of the 
new world peace machinery. 


Stock Values Increase; 
Bonds Sold At New High 


NEW YORK, Feb. 21 (ANS)— 
Stock values increased by more 
than 1,000,000,000 dollars this week 
to a new high in more than seven 
years, while listed corporate bonds 
sold at highest levels in 30 years. 

The strength in the stock market 
reflected highly favorable war 
news, the successful conclusion of 
the Crimea Conference, and the 
declaration by Secretary Morgen- 
thau in favor of reduced postwar 
taxes to aid industrial expansion. 

Railroad shares were the widest 
gainers in the market last week 
along with rail equipment, while 











a substantial demand for steels 
also strengthened this group. 


Gaulle added that os 


7\I was acquitted of the Mann Act 


‘Reactionary Attack’ 
Charged By Chaplin, 
Replying To Solon 


HOLLYWOOD, Feb. 21 (AP)— 
ss "polltionl perssuckion” the te- 
7 persecution” e re- 
cent legislation introduced Sen. 
William Langer (R., N. D.), 

ing the Attorney General to inves- 
tigate the British-born film actor- 
producer to determine whether he 
should be deported as an undesir- 
able alien. 

He said this persecution has been 
going on for four years. "Ever since 
I made the anti-Nazi picture, "The 
Dictator,’ in which I expressed lib- 
eral ideas,” the 55-year-old English- 
born Chaplin declared in a state- 
ment to the press. "On account of 
this picture I was called to Wash- 
ington for questioning as a war- 
monger by Senators Clark and Nye. 
The investigation fell through after 
Pearl Harbor. 

"The persecution increased, how- 
ever, after I dared speak on behalf 
of Russia, urging a second front. 
For this I was bitterly attacked by 
reactionary columnists. The 
trumped-up charges were the result. 


lies written by certain sob 

using as a tool Joan Berry who was 
played up as an innocent girl lured 
into immoral relations. Later she 
accused me of being the father of 
her child but the fact remains that 


charge and medical science proved 
I was not the father of her child. 
"The persecution continues, how- 
ever, and the Berry case is being 
used to attack my character, dis- 
credit me with the public and ban- 
ish me from the country for which 
my two sons are fighting overseas.” 
Chaplin was acquitted by a jury 
last April of Mann Act charges that 
he caused his former protege, Miss 
Berry, to be transported to New 
York for immoral purposes. At last 
month’s trial, Miss Berry charged 
that Chaplin was the father of her 
16-months-old daughter, Carol, and 
the case resulted in a jury dead- 
lock. The case is set for retrial on 
April 4th. 








RUSSIA 


(Continued from page 1) 








ter of Gorlitz which is little more 
than 30 miles east of Dresden. 
Following the west bank of the 
Vistula deep into the Polish Corri- 
dor, Marshal Konstantin Rokossov- 
sky’s drive to cut off Danzig reached 
some 40 miles south of the port. 

In an Order of the Day, Marshal 
Stalin tonight announced the 
seizure of Czersk, junction town 
on the main Danzig-Stettin rail-7 
road. Czersk, 18 miles northeast of 
Chojnice and 45 miles southwest 
of Danzig, was taken by Rokossov- 
sky’s troops. 

Russian front dispatches, whether 
from Zhukov’s, Koniev’s or Rokos- 
sovsky’s command, left no doubt 
that the Wehrmacht, augmented by 
Volkssturm units, was resisting 
frantically. 

Soviet communications, extending 
200 to 300 miles, super- 
human efforts to get supplies on a 
large scale to forward troops, guns 
and armor. 

Under an as yet unidentified new 
commander, the 3rd White Russian 
Army Group of the slain Gen. Ivan 
D. Chernyakhovsky was engaged in 
the most hectic struggle of the en- 
tire front today in stemming the 
attempt of the German garrison at 
Koenigsberg to break through to the 
fortress port of Pillau. 


No Cracks 


HARRISBURG, Pa. Feb. 21 
(ANS)—The Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives asked today to go 
on record as opposing the “playing 





"All of this was inspired by vicious Be 
sisters 
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These Crooks Gladly 
Give Up Their Blood 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 (ANS) 
—Here’s a new wartime racket 


fication and the stolen 
The new wrinkle to an old trick 
disclosed by testimony 


was 
postal officials made public by 
the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee. 


Nazis Revise Method 
Of Soldier Identity 


STOCKHOLM, Feb. 21 (AP)—The 
Wehrmacht has revised the whole 
system of soldier identification, the 

rlin correspondent of Dagens Ny- 
heter, reported today. The notice of 
revision has been published in all 
the German newspapers. The step 
was taken as "a security and de- 
fense measure,” the report . 

No other explanation was given 
for the measure, but observers be- 
lieved that this radical change after 
five years of war might be a pre- 
caution against desertions which, 
unconfirmed recently de- 
clared, were occurring in increasing 
numbers. 

The routine Gestapo arrest of a 
river sailor and his wife at Frank- 
furt-am-Main in western Germany 
precipitated a two-day waterfront 
strike, accompanied by futile hunger 
riots and demonstrations against 
political arrests, according to an 
article in Svenska Morgenbladet. 
Another busy Swedish traveller, 
reported just back from Berlin, said 
that about the only people in Berlin 
not working are those few young 
Nazis designated to keep their eyes 
on thousands. of foreign workers 
who constitute a threat to the Nazi 
defense of the capital. 

This is a direct indication that 
Nazi control over those thousands 
of laborers is anything but firm as 
the Russians draw nearer to the 
capital. Many Berliners are fever- 
ishly digging two-feet ditches big 
enough to sielter one man. From 
these the citizens have been directed 
to make a stand and ‘hurl grenades 
at the advancing enemy, the in- 
formant asserted. 


He Dressed Like A Nazi 
For Laugh He Didn't Get 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Feb. 21 
(ANS)—Hugh Larimer, 19, feels 
Oklahoma City didn’t react cor- 
rectly to his gag. 

Dressed in a Nazi officer’s uni- 
form he had received from a sol- 
dier-relative overseas, Larimer 
walked into a corner drugstore. 

A half-dozen women, armed with 

bottles and chairs, closed in on him 
and called police. 
After convincing a roomful of 
police that it was only a gag, the 
youth walked from lice head- 
quarters muttering: ey didn't 
think it was funny.” 


More! 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 (ANS)— 
Selective Service Director Lewis B. 
Hershey said last night that draft 
le the induction of 
men over 30 before the end of the 
year. He said five to ten percent 
of the 110,000 men inducted in Jan- 
uary were over 30, and the percent- 
age of men over that age 1 reach 




















of cracked records of America’s Na- 
tional Anthem.” 


30 befsre the end of the year, he 
added. 
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5th Army Forces Hit 
One Of Kesselring’s 
Strongest | Defenses 


(Continued from page 1) 
30 miles north of Pistoia and about 
four miles northwest of the Pistoia. 
Bologna highway town of Silla. 


{The comm said the 
te vad ng aeuty-won 

ra “won 
— on the Mt. Mancinello- 
Pizzo ridge, west of 
Mt. Belvedere. were 


All repulsed. 

In one counterthrust, about 30 
Krauts came forward with 
hands raised 
close 


by surprise 
off with heavy casualties.) 


‘The Belvedere operation was made 
feasible by the successful seizure 
the previous night of a three-mile- 
long razorback ridge to the south- 
west and 


rugged sheer that trained 
mountain 


and 

climbers, using fixed 
ropes and other devices, made up 
the initial assault forces. The sur- 
prise was so complete that a Ger- 
man company of about 80 men 
holding the ridge was quickly routed 
and three-quarters of them either 
killed or captured. 

This ridge—which is nameless on 
the map but will henceforth take 
its name from its highest peak, 4- 
600-feet-high Mount Riva — was 
seized by a battalion commanded 
by Lt. Col. Henry Hampton of Oak- 
land, Calif. 


HELD FIRMLY 


It was being held firmly today 
despite persistent small-scale en- 
emy counterattacks, thus allowing 


Mount Belvedere. Ground to the 
left and right of the bald mountain 
has also been taken. 

Two airline miles have been 
gained at the most progressive point 
—and it would be a lot more in up 
and down miles. 

Almost 200 prisoners were cap- 
tured in these first two days of the 
attack, thus ma it the most 
successful offensive operation—in 
that respect at least—since the 
Gothic Line offensive. Almost all 
the prisoners were true blue Ger- 
mans. 

Tactical Air Force fighter bomb- 
ers put on a brilliant display of 
close support for the attack, flying 
mahy pre-planned missions in ad- 
dition to five-plane patrols every 
half-hour or so throughout the day 
of brilliant sunshine. These patrol 
planes dove on targets given them 
by the famed "Rover Joe,” air force 
liaison group who work in conjunc- 
tion with the infantry. Almost 200 
planes participated in the support, 
according to Maj. Joseph Walker 
of Columbia, S. C., air-ground liai- 
son officer. ‘ 

From the former winter resort of 
Lizzano, one could stand on the bal- 
cony of fashionable homes and see 
the bombs falling on the enemy po- 
sitions on the backward slopes of 
Belvedere, and later in the day on 
the mountains to the northwest of 
Belvedere, es: lly on Mount Cas- 
tello, scene of several bitter but un- 
successful assaults by Brazilian 
troops last fall. 

RATTLE OF FLAK 

The rattle of enemy flak guns 
could be heard although the flak 
itself appeared to be light. But 
perhaps the pilots cou answer 
that one better. 

Late in the day the tempo of 
artillery and mortar fire increased 
and it was obvious that the Ger- 
mans would not ld further 
ground without a bitter struggle. 
The shuttling back and forth of 
white camouflaged weasels (the 
snow tractors) with wounded, indic- 
ated that the gains were not being 
made without a price. 

The difficulties of supplying this 
operation can be summed up by the 
testimony of five company supply 
men who rave made three trips up 
the razor-like Riva ridge. They 
went up on the attack itself laying 
wire. It took nin> hours to climb 
1,500 feet. Since then, they’ve cut 
the time down to about seven hours. 


@iThe men are Pf¢. John Dmyterko of 


Gien Lyon, Pa., Pfc. Glen Burton of 
Denbo, Pa., T-4 William Bradley of 
Clarksville, Pa., Pfc. Cologero Cas- 















jJohn’s Hospital. A 
raithe father, are coming 


tiglia of New York City, and Pvt. 
Vaughn Rice of Bladensburg, Ohio. 


,’ 

Susan’s Boys 
SANTA MONICA, Feb. 21 (ANS) 
Film actress Susan Hayward, wife 
of actor Jess Barker, became the 

today in St. 
four, including 
along nicely. 
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